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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


THANKSGIVING.* 

Rev.  a.  a.  Samson^  New  York. 

We  meet  here  to-day  according  to  cus- 
tom, to  observe  our  annual  national 
^^Thanksgiving.^^  The  call  of  the  Church 
concurs  in  that  of  the  chief  rulers  of 
State  and  Nation  in  asking  the  people  of 
the  land  to  observe  the  day  in  a becom- 
ing way. 

^‘The  first  national  Thanksgiving  proc- 
lamation was  issued  by  Washington  in 
1789,  and  the  26th  day  of  November  was 
the  day  fixed.  Washington  issued  a sec- 
ond Thanksgiving  proclamation,  fixing 
Februar}^  19,  1795,  as  the  day.  Adams 
issued  two  proclamations  during  his  term. 
Madison  issued  the  next  proclamation, 
fixing  the  second  Thursday  in  April, 
1815,  as  the  date.  The  generations  be- 
tween Madison  and  Lincoln  had  no 
national  Thanksgiving  days.  The  last 
Thursday  of  November,  1863,  while  the 
Civil  War  was  still  at  its  height,  Lincoln 
issued  the  sixth  proclamation  for  a na- 
tional Thanksgiving,  and  since  that  date 
the  last  Thursday  of  November  has  al- 
ways been  observed  as  a national  Thanks- 
giving Day.  Thus,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
American  people  haye  been  called  to- 
gether forty-nine  times,  to  give  special 

*8poken  in  Second  New  York  on  the- 
Day  of  National  Thanksgiving,  Novem- 
ber 27,  1913,  and  requested  for  publica- 
tion in  Olive  Trees. 


thanks  to  God  for  His  gracious  and  pre- 
serving providences.  The  day  will  prob- 
ably never  again  be  omitted.^^ 

We  are  here  because  we  believe  ‘‘it  is  a 
good  thing  to  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord” 
(Psalm  92,  1).  We  should  do  so  be- 
cause— 

IT  IS  A MUCH  NEGLECTEDISERVICE. 

Even  in  our  prayers,  where,  according 
to  the  teaching  of  all  Scripture,  thanks- 
giving should  have  a prominent  place,  we 
find  that  it  is  frequently  omitted  or  given 
slight  consideration.  We  are  like  un- 
grateful beggars,  who  cry,  ‘'Hive,  give,” 
and  do  not  return  evidence  of  gratitude 
for  the  many  favors  received.  Is  it  not 
true  that  often  we  ^^ask  and  receive  not, 
because  we  ask  amiss” — forgetting  that 
^^it  is  a good  thing  to  give  thanks  unto 
the  Lord”? 

In  our  daily  living  it  is  little  in  evi- 
dence and  not  sufficiently  cultivated,  even 
in  our  human  relations,  and  much  less 
often  in  our  relations  to  God,  the  source 
of  every  good  and  perfect  gift.  It  is  a sad 
thing  to  hear  so  much  of  complaint  and 
so  little  of  thanksgiving ; so  much  of 
grumbling  and  discontent  with  the  cir- 
cumstances of  life  and  so  little  of  grati- 
tude for  the  many  blessings  enjoyed. 

Habitual  practice  of  thanksgiving  adds 
greatly  to  personal  happiness.  It  aids  in 
keeping  a balance  in  life’s  conditions.  It 
adds  much  to  the  comfort  and  pleasure 
of  others,  and  smooths  out  the  rough 
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places  in  lifers  pathway.  It  brightens 
home  life ; it  lubricates  the  affairs  of  bus- 
iness; it  helps  everywhere. 

It  gives  pleasure  and  honor  to  the  Lord 
to  thank  Him  for  His  loving  kindness. 
When  in  the  flesh,  He  at  one  time  healed 
ten  lepers,  but  only  one  of  them  returned 
to  give  Him  thanks — the  least  thing  they 
could  have  done  in  return  for  His  help. 
They  not  only  hurt  theinselves,  but,  like 
many  others,  they  dishonored  their  Sav- 
iour. Our  souls  and  all  that  is  within 
us  should  bless  His  holy  name  and  forget 
not  all  His  benefits. 

Some  one  has  said  that,  “The  prayer 
of  thanksgiving  is  a heavenly  stream  that 
flows  into  the  ocean  of  love  and  returns 
to  us  again  in  the  showers  of  benedic- 
tion.’’ 

It  is  a service  in  which  we  should  en- 
gage because — 

WE  HAVE  GREAT  REASON  FOR  THANKSGIVING. 

A\’heii  we  attempt  to  count  our  individ- 
ual blessings,  to  enumerate  the  good  things 
received,  things  temporal  and  spiritual, 
they  are  more  than  can  be  numbered. 

The  blessings  of  family  life  are  mani- 
fold. We  who  have  been  reared  in  Chris- 
tian homes  with  Christian  parental  ex- 
ample, instruction  and  protection,  ought 
to  give  abounding  thanks  to  God.  Con- 
trast the  conditions  and  relations  of  a 
Christian  family  with  those  found  in 
heathendom — then  consider  the  ground 
for  thanksgiving. 

Neither  should  we  be  unmindful  of  the 
blessings  which  come  to  us  through  the 
agency  of  the  Christian  Church.  To  be 
a deserving  member  of  the  %ody  of 
Christ,”  to  have  a right  to  all  the  priv- 
ileges of  the  sons  of  God,  to  have  the  lead- 
ing, care,  provision  and  protection  of  the 
Good  Shepherd,  to  have  the  sanctif3’ing 
and  enlightening  influences  of  spiritual 
fellowship,  to  have  a hope  which  is  tbc 
anchor  of  the  soul,  an  assurance  that  sus- 


tains under  all  conditions,  to  have  the 
m}Tiad  blessings  of  Christian  relation- 
ship, emphasizes  our  obligation  to  render 
thanks  unto  the  Lord. 

e desire  to  note  some  of  the  encour- 
aging conditions  in  the  Kingdom  of  God 
for  which  we  give  thanlcs.  The  affairs  of 
the  world  are  far  from  the  ideal.  There 
is  much  of  evil  in  evidence.  Wickedness 
abounds.  Crime  is  appalling.  Yet  the 
good  leaven  is  working  and  we  are  thank- 
ful for  the  evidence  of  it. 

There  are  many  humanitarian  provi- 
sions enjoyed  and  sought  which  make  life 
and  labor  less  burdensome.  Child  labor 
is  greatly  lessened  and  made  more  en- 
durable and  less  deadly.  Employers  of 
much  labor  are  compelled  by  law,  or  in- 
duced by  other  influences,  to  pro\ide 
safety  and  sanitary  conditions  for  their 
employees.  They  are  also  in  many  cases 
held  liable  for  injury.  The  public  in- 
terest, sympathy  and  co-operation  respond 
to  the  temporal  needs  of  humanity. 

Then  the  activity  seen  in  the  reahn  of 
morals  is  significant.  Witness  some 
things  that  claim  public  interest  at  the 
present  time.  There  is  the  “Purity  Con- 
gress,” just  closed  in  a Western  city,  fiten 
and  women  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
gathered  to  consider  the  need  and  to  plan 
efforts  for  pure  relations  of  the  sexes. 
For  pui’e  conditions  in  individual  life  as 
affected  by  art,  literature,  social  condi- 
tions and  legislation.  The  “white  slave” 
agitation  reveals  unspeakable  horrors,  but 
is  a sincere  effort  to  obtain  cleaner  con- 
ditions of  personal,  social  and  civic  life. 

Graft  exposures  and  prosecutions  are  in 
evidence,  ad  nauseam.  The  gigantic 
thiever}"  by  public  officials  and  their 
friends  almost  disheartens  the  honest  cit- 
izen, but  there  is  also  a rising  tide  of  pub- 
lin  opinion  which  is  backing  some  cour- 
;! neons  officials  in  the  effort  to  expose  and 
Munisb  tlie  grafter  and  to  discourage  his 


Questions  of  the  Hour. 


51 


kind.  In  some  places  (outside  of  New 
York)  it  is  even  possible  to  carry  through 
great  public  improvements  without  graft. 
The  twin  brother  of  the  grafter  is  given 
to  the  use  of  dynamite  and  bomb.  He  and 
his  kind  are  finding  their  portion  in  the 
refuge  of  the  prison. 

Philanthropists  and  benevolent  persons 
are  growing  more  generous  and  responsive 
to  appeals  from  their  needy  fellow^-man. 
It  is  a matter  for  great  gratitude  that  a 
band  of  Christian  men  and  women  were 
ready  and  able  to  carry  through  a cam- 
paign for  the  raising  of  four  millions  of 
dollars  to  help  the  work  of  the  Young 
Women’s  and  Young  Men’s  Christian  As- 
sociations in  New  York  City.  The  same 
thing  is  being  done  on  a smaller  scale  in 
many  other  places.  People  of  much  and 
little  means  are  uniting  according  to  their 
ability  to  aid  in  improving  conditions  for 
the  less  fortunate. 

One  of  the  most  encouraging  and  thrill- 
ing events  of  modern  times  Avas  the  great 
gathering  of  temperance  forces  in  Col- 
umbus, Ohio,  during  this  month.  Friends 
of  temperance  from  every  State  in  the 
nation,  representing  organizations  of  every 
description,  with  delegates  from  even^ 
walk  in  life,  joined  in  a ^^New  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,”  uniting  in  a pur- 
pose to  send  a thousand  delegates  to  Con- 
gress on  December  10  and  ask  the  passing 
of  a bill  permitting  the  States  to  vote  for 
national  prohibition.  United  in  the  war 
cry,  “Prohibition  of  the  liquor  traffic  in 
the  United  .States  in  1920.”  It  w^as  not 
a gathering  of  mere  enthusiasts,  but  the 
cn^stallizing  of  forces,  with  the  sober  de- 
termination to  battle  for  the  emancipa- 
tion of  our  land  from  the  awful  curse  of 
the  drink  traffic. 

fi'hen  there  was  the  World’s  Conference 
of  Christian  Citizens,  held  in  Portland  a 
few  months  ago,  where  delegates  from 
many  nations  united  under  the  accepted 


leadership  of  the  Sovereign  Messiah,  to 
seek  a new  earth,  where  His  will  shall  be 
done  as  it  is  in  heaven.  Where  the  affairs 
of  civil  life  shall  be  measured  and  con- 
trolled by  the  standard  of  God’s  revealed 
will,  and  that  will  be  sought  as  the  solu- 
tion for  all  the  great  and  vexing  prob- 
lems of  national  and  international  life. 

There  is  great  reason  for  thanks  to  God 
for  increasing  activity  in  mission  opera- 
tions. There  is  an  increase  of  gifts  for 
the  work.  The  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  Chicago  contributed  last 
year  an  average  of  about  eleven  dollars 
for  home  and  foreign  missions.  The  of- 
ferings of  Christians  in  general  have  in- 
creased largely.  ‘*A  high  Chinese  official, 
recently  converted,  is  now  supporting 
twenty  evangelists  at  the  expense  of 
$7,000  annually.”  Over  fourteen  hundred 
student  volunteers  have  gone  from  the 
United  States,  Canada  and  Great  Britain 
to  foreign  mission  fields  in  the  past  three 
years. 

In  1814  there  was  only  one  native 
Christian  in  China;  in  1835  there  w^ere 
three;  in  1900  there  were  100,000,  and 
now  there  are  more  than  200,000.  In 
1913  the  Chinese  Government  asked  the 
]ma}^ers  of  Christendom  for  the  forming 
and  guiding  of  a new  Republic.  In  Bur- 
mah  the  number  af  native  Christians  has 
increased  42  per  cent,  in  ten  years.  The 
Baptists  began  work  in  Brazil  thirty  yeara 
ago  and  now  have  175  churches,  with  11,- 
000  members.  Thus  the  work  advances. 

Shall  we  consider  international  rela- 
tions? Are  we  grateful  for  the  growing 
sentiment  for  national  brotherhood  and 
peace?  Shall  we  not  look  for  the  time 
when  the  nations  will  take  a “naval  hol- 
iday” for  more  than  a year?  The  grow- 
ing sentiment  against  the  military  bur- 
den of  the  nations,  and  the  crime  of  war, 
is  a reason  for  thanksgiving. 

We  should  give  thanks  because — 
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IT  HONORS  GOD. 

God^s  glory  is  the  highest  end  of  our 
being  and  doing.  Anything  that  will  re- 
dound to  His  glory  is  becoming  to  His 
creatures.  When  angels  are  occupied  with 
His  praises,  surely  it  becomes  redeemed 
men  to  render  thanks  and  give  praises 
unto  the  Lord.  When  ^“^the  earth  and  the 
fullness  with  which  it  is  stored,  the  world 
and  its  dwellers  belong  to  the  Lord,’^  His 
creatures  should  give  Him  thanks  for  all 
they  enjoy. 

It  is  the  folly  of  princes  to  withhold 
praise  to  God  and  to  arrogate  power  and 
glory  to  themselves,  for  God  sets  up  one 
and  pulls  down  another.  His  hand  pours 
out  blessing  or  blighting.  He  sends  sun- 
shine, rain  and  fruitful  seasons,  or  the 
deluge,  drouth,  tempest  or  plague.  0 
that  men  would  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord 
for  His  wonderful  works.  ^Gt  is  a good 
thing  to  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord.’^ 

“0  God,  how  good  thy  fatherhood! 

The  song  of  joy,  the  voice  of  praise, 
Could  never  in  a thousand  days 
Eecount  thy  gifts  of  love.  How  could 
We  pay  our  debt  of  gratitude 

In  one  brief  day,  when  nation-wide 
Thy  people  humbly  come  aside 
To  praise  Thee  for  the  plenitude  ? 

God  of  the  nations,  hear  our  prayer 
And  praise ! 0 let  thy  people  sing 
A hymn  of  homage  to  their  King. 

Bow  down  our  hearts  lest  we  should  bear 
A boastful  pride.  0 let  us  see 


That  in  the  strength  of  far-llung  fame 
Thou  art  supreme.  Let  thy  great 
Name 

Exalted  be  from  sea  to  sea. 

We  have  not  felt  the  woes  of  war, 
Though  other  nations  plunged  in  strife 
Now  mourn  the  toll  of  life  for  life. 
Not  ours  to  boast  that  near  and  far 
Our  stars  of  peace  and  plenty  shine; 
^Tis  thy  great  gift  of  grace.  And  yet 
How  soon  the  sons  of  men  forget 
That  this  great  boon  of  peace  is  Thine! 

( 

The  fields  are  full.  ^The  valleys  stand 
All  thick  with  corn;  they  laugh  and 
sing’-  ; 

With  fruits  and  fiowers  thou  dost 
bring 

A feast  of  fragrance  o’er  our  land. 

The  herds  upon  a thousand  hills 

Are  from  thy  hand.  And  shall  we 
take 

These  gifts  of  thine  and  with  them 
make 

k mammon  for  our  selfish  wills? 

0 God,  forgive  this  sin  of  pride, 

And  fill  our  lives  with  love  to  Thee. 

0 may  thanksgiving  daily  be 
Our  song  of  life.  Let  joy  abide 
Within  our  hearts  and  homes,  and  may 
The  Prince  of  Peace  whom  Thou  didst 
give 

To  save  from,  sin,  within  us  live. 
Accept  our  thanks,  0 God,  this  day.” 


Mr.  Aitken,  of  the  C.  M.  S.,  was  importuned  last  year  to  visit  a village  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Niger,  which  had  been  visited  once  before  in  1909.  The  whole  town, 
turned  out  to  greet  him,  and  showed  him  the  spot  where  the  townspeople  proposed 
to  erect  a school.  They  were  observing  the  Sabbath,  keeping  correct  reckoning  by 
means  of  a board  with  seven  holes  in  which  a peg  was  moved  day  by  day.  They  asked 
to  be  taught  to  pray.  Their  only  prayer  formula  was  the  following : 

^^0  God,  we  beg  you,  we  beg  you,  make  you  look  we  good  to-day;  make  you  no 
trouble  we,  or  do  we  any  bad.  We  beg  you,  we  beg  you,  we  beg  you.” 
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Asia  [Minor,  Mersina. — A letter  from 
Eev.  E.  E.  Willson,  dated  Jan.  19,  1914, 
tells  of  progress  in  the  work: 

Your  letter  of  Dec.  8 came  to  hand 
some  days  ago,  and  I will  try  and  get  an 
amswer  off  this  morning.  We  held  com- 
munion in  Tarsus  a week  ago  yesterday, 
following  the  week  of  prayer.  I spent 
the  week  in  Tarsus,  going  about  among 
the  people  as  opportunity  offered,  and  we 
held  services  each  evening.  The  attend- 
ance was  fairly  good,  in  spite  of  the  al- 
most constant  rain.  On  Saturday,  how- 
ever, the  weather  cleared,  and  Saturday 
and  Sabbath  the  attendance  was  very 
good;  on  Sabbath  morning  it  was  all  our 
little  hall  would  accommodate,  I presume 
between  150  and  175. 

There  was  one  young  man  received  on 
profession  of  faith,  and  one  member  who 
had  been  under  censure,  having  for  some 
time  shown  a different  spirit,  expressed 
his  sorrow  and  repentance  and  a desire  to 
live  a better  life,  and  was  received  back 
into  fellowship. 

There  were  six  other  applicants,  five 
of  whom  had  come  recently  from  Mardin 
and  had  been  under  Protestant  infiuence 
there.  Two  of  them  ^vere  members  of  the 
Protestant  church  near  Mardin,  but  as 
they  had  no  church  letter,  we  asked  them 
to  wait  until  a letter  should  come  for- 
ward. The  other  applicant  was  one  to 
awaken  our  special  sympathy  and  prayers. 
He  was  a man  who  was  in  name  Chris- 
tian, but  who,  like  so  many  others  in 
this  land,  had  no  conception  of  what  that 
name  really  means.  Apparently  he  had 
about  completed  the  list  of  sins,  but  had 
for  some  time  been  under  conviction,  and 
he  came  to  our  meeting  and  confessed  be- 


fore all  that  were  gathered  there  the  sins 
of  which  he  was  guilty,  and  expressed  the 
desire  to  be  delivered  from  that  bondage, 
and  to  lead  a different  life.  We  sought  to 
point  him  to  ChrisPs  atonement  as  the 
only  hope  for  the  sinner,  and  to  Christ, 
the  only  Eedeemer,  Who  was  able  and 
willing  to  deliver  every  one  who  was  truly 
weary  of  his  sins,  and  came  to  Him  in 
faith.  It  is  our  earnest  prayer  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  will  awaken  his  conscience 
more  and  more,  and  lead  him  to  Jesus 
Christ,  to  surrender  his  life  to  Him. 

The  audience  at  the  communion  service 
was  very  quiet  and  orderly,  in  spite  of  the 
large  crowd  in  rather  small  quarters,  and 
seemed  most  attentive  to  the  word  spoken, 
as  indeed  was  characteristic  of  all  the 
services.  There  were  twenty-six  native 
communicants.  Some  members  were  ab- 
sent, in  villages ; some  were  absent  through 
indifference,  and  still  others  because  of 
unworthy  lives.  Yet  there  was  much  to 
encourage  the  workers,  and  evidences  of 
the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  His 
work.  We  are  very  thankful  for  the  in- 
creased attendance  at  the  preaching  ser- 
vices, and  for  the  fact  that  nearly  all  the 
different  sects  are  represented  in  the  audi- 
ence. May  the  good  Lord  make  us  more 
worthy  of  the  privilege  of  presenting  to 
men  the  Word  of  Life,  and  give  us  more 
faith  in  the  power  of  that  Word. 

There  has  been  an  epidemic  of  small- 
pox in  Tarsus  since  early  in  the  fall,  and 
it  still  continues  in  force.  The  school  is 
prospering.  There  are  over  100  names  on 
the  roll,  and  the  daily  attendance  from  75 
to  80.  We  have  thought  best  to  put  an- 
other teacher  there  for  the  present  to  take 
some  of  the  beginners  and  give  the  pres- 
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ent  teacher  more  time  for  some  of  the 
more  advanced  classes. 

The  distribution  of  literature  this  year 
has  exceeded  all  preceding  years.  About 
$25  worth  of  books  have  been  sold  from 
the  reading  room  in  Tarsus  since  the 
opening  up  of  the  work  in  the  fall.  This 
literature  has  a wide  circulation,  and  the 
fact  that  the  people  are  willing  to  buy  it 
seems  to  show  that  they  are  wanting  it  to 
read.  There  is  a special  demand  for  the 
books  and  pamphlets  which  we  secure 
from  the  Mle  Mission  Press  in  Cairo, 
and  which  have  been  prepared  especially 
for  work  among  the  Moslems. 

We  have  tried  the  opening  of  a school 
in  Adana  on  a small  scale.  It  had  no 
more  than  opened  than  ,a  case  of  small- 
pox developed  in  the  same  house,  and  so 
the  school  has  not  been  pushed  very  en- 
ergetically so  far.  A letter  from  Kara- 
dash  to-day  states  that  the  teacher  there 
has  been  down  with  small-pox.  They  have 
no  doctor  there,  and  they  are  cut  off  from 
Adana  by  bad  roads,  so  that  they  are  left 
to  their  own  resources. 

China,  Tak  Hin^. — A letter  to  Olive 
Trees,  dated  Oct.  11,  ^13,  shows  the.Eev. 
Pay  Taggart  to  be  in  fairly  good  spirits: 

As  Dr.  Sommerville  has  suggested  in  a 
private  letter  to  some  of  the  members  of 
the  Mission  that  I ought  to  be  able  to 
write  a good  letter  now,  since  the  coming 
of  our  daughter,  I accept  the  hint  and 
acknowledge  the  delinquency.  I do  not 
venture  even  to  begin  to  describe  that 
bundle  of  blessing.  It  will  be  sufficient 
to  say  that  she  is  ^The  very  image”  of 
both  her  parents.  I think  Mrs.  Taggart 
accepts  this  as  the  highest  possible  com- 
pliment. When  it  is  said  concerning 
myself,  I utterly  reject  it  as  rank  flat- 
tery. Don’t  tell  anybody,  but  just  be- 
tween you  and  me,  she  is  a ^‘most  remark- 
able child.” 


In  general,  I think  the  Mission  is  a lit- 
tle busier  this  fall  than  usual.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mitchell  are  preparing  to  leave  for 
Loh  Ting  next  Monday.  Mr.  Kempf  has 
the  foundation  of  his  new  house  about 
finished.  The  schools  are  in  full  swing. 
The  hospital  is  fuller  than  it  has  ever 
been  before,  and  the  sign  is  out,  “Stand- 
ing Eoom  Only.”  Inasmuch  as  the 
Chinese  can  sleep  in  any  position  with 
the  possible  exception  of  the  horizontal, 
this  is  less  of  a drawback  than  you  might 
suppose.  We  will  all  rejoice  when  it  gets 
so  full  that  the  blind  man  will  not  have 
room  to  play  his  flute,  but  I am  afraid 
the  Chinese  will  not  like  it  so  well.  I 
think  this  crowding  into  the  hospital  is 
due  to  the  growing  confidence  in  our  very 
capable  doctors,  rather  than  to  an  un- 
usual amount  of  sickness. 

We  are  passing  through  another  com- 
munion season,  and  when  we  say  season, 
we  use  it  in  the  broad  sense,  for  we  have 
four  within  as  many  weeks.  The  “big 
assembly” — the  Tak  King  communion — 
begins  here  to-morrow,  and  we  will  have 
a week  of  three  meetings  per  day. 

We  had  a most  encouraging  communion 
in  Do  Sing  last  week.  As  Mr.  Mitchell 
had  not  yet  returned  from  a trip  to  L<oh 
fi’ing,  and  I had  not  yet  taken  charge  of 
tiiis  station,  the  first  part  of  the  week 
was  pretty  largely  in  the  hands  of  the 
native  evangelist.  He  held  two  meetings 
each  day,  explaining  the  Gospel  of  Mark 
chapter  by  chapter.  By  the  latter  part  of 
the  week  Mr.  Mitchell  and  myself  had 
both  arrived,  and  three  meetings  were  held 
each  day.  Five  members  were  received 
at  the  chapel,  and  this  was  the  more  en- 
couraging, as  four  of  them  had  been 
brought  in  by  those  who  had  themselves 
only  recently  become  believers.  The  fifth 
was  a teacher,  who  had  applied  before,  but 
had  failed  in  his  examination;  but  he 
made  sure  that  his  pride  should  not  have 
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another  such  tumble,  for  he  was  able  to 
answer  clearly  this  time.  We  hope  that 
this  man  will  prove  useful  in  opening  a 
boys^  school  in  Do  Sing  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year. 

But  perhaps  the  greatest  joy  of  the  oc- 
casion was  the  receiving  of  seven  lepers 
into  the  communion  of  the  Covenanter 
Church.  These  were  only  part  of  those 
who  are  anxious  to  be  received,  and  have 
studied  hard  that  they  might  be  accepted. 
But  the  disease  often  works  so  on  the 
minds  of  its  victims  that  they  are  capable 
neither  of  learning  or  of  remembering 
what  they  have  learned.  These  seven, 
however,  were  considered  to  have  sufficient 
knowledge  to  be  accepted  as  members,  and 
they  received  the  sacraments  on  the  river 
bank,  except  two,  who  were  not  able  to 
move  out  of  their  boats.  These  two  drew 
their  boats  close  up  to  the  bank  to  be  bap- 
tized on  Saturday,  and  to  eat  the  Supper 
on  Sabbath.  The  great  shadow  of  this 
occasion  was  that  Dr.  Jean  McBumey, 
who  had  worked  so  faithfully  to  teach 
these  lepers,  and  to  lead  them  to  Christ, 
has  felt  that  she  has  been  called  to  leave 
the  work  in  this  field,  and  was  not  pres- 
ent on  this  occasion.  The  Chinese  inquire 
for  her  continually,  and  her  hands^  works 
in  the  past  at  least,  seem  to  have  been 
established. 

The  Sabbath  evening  meeting  in  the 
chapel  was  open  for  all  to  speak,  and  it 
was  good  to  see  so  many  of  these  new  con- 
verts, some  of  whom  had  just  been  re- 
ceived into  the  Church,  get  up  and  read  a 
passage  of  Scripture,  and  give  the  sense. 
They  seem  to  have  gotten  the  spirit  of 
PauPs  advice,  ^^Build  ye  one  another  up.^^ 

The  week  was  one  of  great  encourage- 
ment to  me  in  taking  over  Do  Sing  as  my 
field  for  work.  For,  while  I have  accepted 
this  field  with  some  reluctance,  since  we 
would  all  prefer  to  work  on  a foundation 
of  our  own  building,  yet  I am  sure  that 


the  Mitchells  must  also  have  some  feel- 
ings of  regret  in  giving  up  this  work  just 
as  the  first  fruits  are  becoming  more 
abundant.  I would  be  ungrateful  indeed 
if  I were  not  to  acknowledge  that  some -of 
the  hard  corners  have  been  knocked  off 
by  those  who  have  gone  before.  This  work 
in  the  future  is  to  be  conducted  in  ab- 
sentia, as  it  were,  since  the  present  resi- 
dence is  to  be  turned  into  a boys’  school 
building — at  least  such  is  the  present  plan. 

Let  us  pray  that  this  work  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  suffer  through  this  change  of 
administration  and  of  policy;  and  also 
that  those  who  have  professed  Christ  in 
Do  Sing,  and  who  are  suffering  daily, 
some  from  bodily  sickness  unspeakably 
loathsome,  and  some  from  persecutions, 
may  be  upheld  by  the  God  of  Comfort. 

I ought  to  say  before  closing  that,  while 
all  our  candidates  for  membership  are  not 
able  to  give  very  definite  ideas  of  what 
heaven  is  like,  you  invariably  get  a very 
ready  response  to  that  question  from  the 
lepers.  And  it  is  a good  deal  like  the 
Apostle  John’s  description;  it  is  not  so 
much  what  heaven  is,  as  what  it  isn’t — 
no  pain,  no  sorrow,  no  sickness. 

We  are  glad  to  have  a letter  from  Miss 
Bose  A.  Huston,  for  ^The  Friends  in  the 
Home  Land,”  dated  Dec.  24,  1913 : 

If  we  only  had  some  of  the  snow  you 
had  last  month,  I think  we  might  realize 
the  fact  that  it  is  the  Christmas  season, 
but  if  we  had  snow  the  natives  would  cer- 
tainly think  it  was  “laang  to  sz”  (cold  to 
death).  As  it  is,  they  are  shivering  over 
their  fire  baskets,  clothed  in  all  they  can 
possible  wear — or  all  they  possess,  at 
least,  I think,  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
body  and  nothing  on  their  feet.  But  no 
doubt  they  are  better  off  with  bare  cold 
feet  than  with  them  both  wet  and  cold, 
as  they  would  be  if  they  were  shod  this 
rainy  weather. 
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Mr.  Eobb  doesn’t  always  get  warmed 
up  to  his  subject  enough  to  make  liim 
take  oft  his  overcoat  in  church,  but  it 
isn’t  the  fault  of  the  sermons.  If  he 
would  carry  a fire  basket  under  his  coat- 
tail, like  many  in  the  audience  do,  it 
might  help  out  some. 

We  are  hoping  for  some  pleasanter 
weather  after  Dr.  Dickson  arrives,  though 
this  is  the  time  of  year  when  we  may 
expect  the  worst  the  Weather  Man  can 
do  in  tlie  way  of  cold  and  rain. 

I am  expecting  to  close  school  on  Wed- 
nesday of  next  week,  Dec.  31,  and  to  open 
about  Feb.  1. 

There  has  been  a total  enrollment  in 
both  women's  and  girls’  schools  of  thirty- 
five.  Both  would  have  been  full  had  1 
taken  in  all  who  applied  on  their  own 
terms  : but  as  their  terms  were  mostly 
from  six  to  ten  parts  ^‘^pong  choh”  (help) 
from  the  school  and  as  little  as  possible 
out  of  their  own  pockets,  I turned  away 
many  who  were  able  but  not  willing  to, 
pay  the  ^S*ery  high  price”  of  less  than 
half  their  expenses.  Only  a few  whom  I 
know  to  be  really  unable  to  pay  the  re- 
quired amount,  are  paying  less.  Even  so, 
I fear  it  will  be  many  a long  day  before 
the  schools  will  be  entirely  self-support- 
ing, for  our  work  is  not  among  a very 
well-to-do  class  of  people. 

In  addition  to  papng  more  money,  I 
required  the  older  girls  to  do  work  about 
the  school,  but  when  I proposed  that  they 
manage  the  garden,  which  meant  carrying 
water  from  a pond  some  distance  away, 
to  water  it,  they  objected,  and  said  they 
would  go  home  first.  I gave  them  their 
choice,  and  two  went,  but  were  promptly 
escorted  back  by  their  mothers.  Another 
threatened  to  kill  herself  by  drinking 
some  of  their  hair  paste  (made  from  slip- 
pery elm!)  because  her  father  chastised 
her  with  his  slipper  for  refusing  to  work. 
I gave  her  my  full  permission,  but  the 


other  girls  were  so  frightened  at  her 
threats  that  they  prevented  the  tragedy 
by  keeping  the  deadly  (?)  draught  out 
of  her  reach  for  a day  or  two,  and  by  that 
time  she  had  made  up  her  mind  to  stay 
with  us. 

They  soon  after  proposed  not  only  to 
manage  the  garden,  but  cooking  as  well; 
and  as  the  cook  had  not  been  at  all  sat- 
isfactory, I decided  to  give  them  a 
chance.  It  is  now  a month  since  they 
began,  and  so  far  it  seems  to  work  ad- 
mirably, and  they  seem  quite  happy  in 
doing  the  work,  but  as  one  of  them  said, 
^^Thank  the  Heavenly  Father,  it  has  rained 
so  much  we  have  had  to  carry  very  little 
water.” 

I have  a very  nice  woman  for  matron, 
or,  I should  say,  did  have  her  until  her 
mother-in-law  died  and  she  had  to  go  into 
mourning  for  her  for  forty-nine  days.  Be- 
fore that  time  was  up  her  husband’s  real 
mother  died,  the  first  being  only  his  fos- 
ter mother,  to  whom  his  mother  had  sold 
him  when  a child,  as  she  was  too  poor  to 
keep  him. 

I hope  to  have  her  back  when  school 
opens,  for  she  is  a great  help  as  ^^School 
Mother.”  She  is  a very  bright  woman, 
having  learned  to  read  quite  well,  mostly 
by  watching  over  her  husband’s  shoulder 
as  he  studied.  She  seems  to  be  a very 
earnest  Christian,  and  has  been  accepted 
as  a member  of  the  Church,  though  she 
has  not  }’et  been  baptized. 

I asked  her  when  she  became  in- 
terested in  the  doctrine,  and  she  re- 
plied, ^Alany  }"ears  ago,  I sometimes  came 
down  to  see  Dr.  George  and  hear  her  talk, 
and  I determined  in  my  heart  to  believe 
and  to  learn  to  read  also.  But  when  my 
people  found  it  out,  they  refused  to  let 
me  come  any  more.”  Even  now  she  suf- 
fers from  their  evil  talk  and  persecution, 
but  is  brave  and  patient  through  it  all. 

Another  of  the  bright  young  women. 
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Meng  Sin,  has  had  to  give  up  school  work 
on  account  of  tubercular  trouble,  but  as 
she  is  tr}dng  the  fresh  air  cure,  we  hope 
she  will  regain  her  health  and  be  able  to 
study. 

Still  another,  a dear  little  eighteen-year- 
old  widow,  was  forced  to  leave  school  on 
account  of  the  slander  and  persecutions 
of  her  husband^s  people,  who  have  no 
claim  whatever  on  her.  But  they  want 
her  to  marry  again,  as  they  have  been  of- 


fered $100  for  her.  I feel  sure  she  is  a 
true  believer,  as  she  was  so  eager  to  learn 
during  the  few  weeks  she  was  in  school. 
She  seemed  so  relieved  when  told  that 
prayer  was  simply  talking  with  the  Heav- 
enly Father,  and  asking  of  Him  her 
liearFs  desire.  She  seemed  to  have  the 
idea  that  only  very  learned  people  could 
pray.  Will  you  not  pray  for  these  women 
and  for  many,  many  others  who  need  your 
prayers. 


AT"  HOME. 


Kansas,  Olathe. — Our  Ladies^  Mission- 
ary Society  has  held  twelve  regular  meet- 
ings and  one  special  meeting  during  the 
year,  nine  of  which  were  all-day  meet- 
ings, with  an  average  attendance  of 
twelve.  We  have  had  the  pleasure  of  add- 
ing three  new  names  to  our  roll,  there 
being  forty-three  members  at  present. 

God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  has  taken 
three  of  our  sisters  to  abide  with  Him. 
Our  beloved  president,  Mrs.  Anna  Eed- 
path- Wright ; one  of  our  charter  members, 
Mrs.  Margaret  Galbraith-Wright,  and 
Mrs.  Emma  Miller,  one  of  our  oldest 
members. 

“There  is  a Keaper  whose  name  is  Heath; 
And  with  his  sickle  keen 
He  reaps  the  bearded  grain  at  a breath 
And  the  fiowers  that  bloom  between. 

“Oh,  not  in  cruelt}^,  not  in  wrath. 

The  Eeaper  came  that  day, 

^Twas  an  angel  visited  the  green  earth 
And  took  the  flowers  away.^^ 

During  the  year,  boxes  containing  new 
and  second-hand  clothing  as  well  as  new 
materials  were  sent  to  the  Indian  Mis* 
sion,  the  Southern  Mission  and  one  of  our 
Western  congregations. 


Seven  quilts  and  a number  of  garments 
for  the  boxes  have  been  made  during  the 
year,  as  well  as  several  comforters  tacked. 

The  treasurer’s  report  will  show  how 
we  have  prospered  financially. 

, Helek  L.  Miller,  Sec’y. 
Receipts. 

Money  collected  for  Southern  Mis- 
sion, 1912,  and  received  too  late 


to  send  until  1919 $16.50 

Amount  in  treasury 45.20 

Monthly  dues  59.05 

Donations  14.87 

Sale  of  one  quilt 2.00 

Am’t  received  for  tying  one  comfort  .75 

Proceeds  of  one  sale 39.35 

Amt.  collected  for  Social  Union.  . .45 

Miscellaneous  1.23 


Value  of  one  quilt  given  away.  ...  2.50 

Value  of  box  sent  to  Indian  Mission  15.00 
Value  of  box  sent  Southern  Mission  37.00 


Total  collected  .$233.90 

Expended  230.59 


Balance  on  hand  $3.31 

Expenditures. 

Southern  Mission  $25.00 

To  be  used  at  discretion  of  Miss 
Dean  for  support  of  two  girls  or 
one  teacher  40.00 
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S.  Edgar  to  help  build  his  house  . . 20.00 

Syrian  Mission  15.00 

American  Bible  Society 15.00 

Church  erection  at  Kansas  City.  . . 25.00 
Materials  for  So.  Mission  Box. . . . 8.31 

Freight  and  express  on  boxes 10.35 

Olive  Trees  1.00 

The  poor 7.00 


Quilt  materials  4.88 

Flowers  4.00 

Cleaning  Church 55 

Value  of  quilt  given  away 2.50 

Value  of  box  sent  Indian  Mission.  15.00 
Value  box  sent  Southern  Mission.  37.00 
Total  $230.59 


Mrs.  S.  a.  Coulter,  Treas. 


There  is  probably  no  greater  agency  for  stimulating  the  missionary  motive  among 
our  college  students  than  the  Quadrennial  Convention  of  the  Student  Volunteer 
Movement.  The  seventeenth,  held  Dec.  31,  1913,  to  Jan.  4,  1914,  at  Kansas  Cit}q 
Mo.,  was  attended  by — 

Students,  professors  and  other  representatives  of  colleges,  universities  and  profes- 
sional schools ■ 3984 

Foreign  Mission  Board  secretaries,  missionaries  and  other  Board  representatives  279 

Editors  and  press  correspondents 53 

Special  delegates  and  guests 365 

Laymen 350 

Total 5031 

Of  the  delegates,  160  were  Chinese. 

Dr.  J ohn  K.  Mott  opened  the  convention  by  considering  the  purposes  that  brought 
the  delegates  together.  Dr.  Robert  F.  Horton,  of  London,  spoke  next  on  the  Lordship 
of  Christ.  Mr.  Robert  E.  Speer  followed  with  a searching  address  on  the  spiritual 
needs  of  the  individual  if  he  is  to  arrive  at  a right  decision  as  -to  his  life  work  and 
the  ways  and  means  he  is  to  use  to  determine  the  truth. 

The  evening  session,  dealing  with  the  needs  of  the  Mohammedan  world,  was  ad- 
dressed by  Rev.  Drs.  Chas.  R.  Watson  and  S.  M.  Zwemer.  The  former  said  that  the 
supreme  problem  of  unoccupied  territory  to-day  is  that  of  Africa,  and  that  America  has 
not  her  adequate  share  in  this  problem.  Other  sessions  took  up  “The  Money  Power,^^ 
“Co-operation  and  Unity, “The  Forces  to  be  Wielded  on  Behalf  of  the  World^s  Evan- 
gelization,^’ “Jdie  Personal  Equipment  for  the  Foreign  Field,”  “The  Springs  of  Spir- 


itual Life.” 

Dr.  Mott  set  forth  the  main  points  of  the  report  of  the  S.  V.  M.  for  the  last  four 
years.  Mr.  Speer  followed  on  the  “Evangelization  of  the  World  in  this  Generation.” 
Bishop  Kinsolving,  of  Brazil,  presented  the  claims  of  Latin  America. 

Perhaps  the  most  inspiring  session  of  the  convention  was  that  in  which  Wilbert  B. 
Smith,  former  candidate  secretary  of  the  Movement,  and  now  on  his  way  to  India,  told 
of  the  difficulties  God  had  removed  from  his  path  in  order  to  enable  him  to  go  to  the 
foreign  field.  The  morning- watch  cards,  delivered  each  evening  for  use  the  following 
day,  and  containing  a few  verses  of  Scripture,  a meditation,  objects  of  intercession 
and  a short  prayer,  helped  greatly  in  producing  the  atmosphere  of  prayer  that  en- 
veloped the  whole  convention.  The  spirit  of  worship,  too,  was  evidenced  the  evening 
upon  which  an  offering,  in  the  form  of  subscriptions  for  annual  gifts  for  four  years, 
was  taken.  It  amounted  to  about  $112,000,  or  $28,000  a year. — Record  of  Christian 
Worh. 
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. we  use  fire  baskets,  in  which  are  put  glow- 


A LETTER  FOR  THE  SABBATH 
SCHOOL  CHILDREN* 

China. 

Dear  Little  Friends  in  St.  Louis: 

I wonder  if  it  is  as  cold  in  America  as 
it  is  here  to-day.  I suppose  it  is  colder, 
for  I hear  that  it  gets  so  cold  that  the 
rain  turns  to  ice  and  snow.  But  it  very 
seldom  gets  so  cold  as  that  here  in  South 
China,  and  when  it  does,  perhaps  once  in 
twenty  or  tw^enty-five  years,  we  think  it 
is  very  wonderful.  Perhaps  you  would 
not  think  it  very  cold  here  to-day,  but  we 
are  all  dressed  in  our  warmest  clothii^g 
and  still  are  shivering. 

We  think  that  if  we  keep  our  hearts 
warm  our  whole  body  will  be  warm,  so 
we  often  wear  as  many  as  seven  or  eight 
^^shaams,^^  one  of  tliem  a thick  one  padded 
with  cotton,  and  it  is  very  clumsy  trying 
to  write  and  study  with  so  much  on.  But 
we  don^t  wear  so  much  on  the  lower  parts 
of  our  bodies,  and  never  wear  stockings. 
Of  course  some  people  who  have  more 
money  have  them.  Our  every-day  shoes 
are  a piece  of  wood  with  a little  pocket  of 
woven  grass  or  cloth  to  put  our  toes  in, 
and  what  a clatter  we  do  make  on  the 
board  floors  which  the  school  house  has. 

When  it  is  very  cold  we  don^t  have 
stoves  to  keep  us  warm,  I guess  because 
we  can^t  afford  to  buy  wood  to  burn.  So 
"^Miss  Jessie  Patterson  sends  the  follow- 
ing explanation  luith  this  letter:  ''For 

some  time  our  Sahhath  school  in  St.  Louis 
has  been  supporting  two  little  girls  in  our 
Chinese  Mission.  At  our  request.  Miss 
Huston  has  written  a letter  from  them  to 
encourage  our  children,  of  which  I am 
sending  you  a copy,  thinhing  that  it  might 
he  interesting  to  the  readers  of  Olive 
Trees.^^ 


ing  coals  covered  with  ashes,  and  they  give 
off  quite  a good  deal  of  heat.  Some  peo- 
ple tie  one  around  their  waist  under  their 
clothing,  and  they  look  very  funny  to 
foreigners,  with  a big  hump  on  their 
backs. 

Well,  we  were  almost  forgetting  to  tell 
you  who  we  are.  We  are  two  little  girls 
of  Tak  Hing,  and  our  names  are  Kwan 
Tsoi  and  Mooi  Tsai.  Kwan  Tsoi  means 
^^all  good  luck,^^  and  Mooi  Tsai  means 
‘^^little  slave.^^  These  are  the  names  we 
go  by  at  home,  but  when  we  entered  school 
we  got  new  names,  which  are  Fook  Lin, 
^^Blessing  Grace,’^  and  Mei  Chun,  ^^Beau- 
tiful Truth."" 

We  both  live  with  the  same  family,  but 
we  are  not  sisters,  nor  any  relation  to  the 
family.  They  have  a son,  and  according 
to  Chinese  custom  had  to  buy  a girl  to  be 
his  wife  when  he  grew  up.  So  they 
bought  Kwan  Tsoi.  We  don"t  know  just 
how  much  they  paid  for  her,  perhaps  ten 
or  twelve  dollars.  Then  they  bought 
Mooi  Tsai  for  a slave,  to  do  all  kinds  of 
work.  We  are  about  the  same  age  and 
size,  and  are  both  in  the  same  class  at 
school. 

It  was  very  hard  to  leave  our  fathers 
and  mothers  and  family  when  we  were  so 
small,  but  almost  every  girl  in  China  has 
to  do  it.  Mooi  Tsai"s  father  died  about 
six  weeks  ago,  so  she  had  to  go  home  this 
week  for  the  funeral.  We  have  strange 
customs,  you  will  think,  about  burials, 
when  we  tell  you  that  the  body  is  not  often, 
buried  until  a long  time  after  death — 
usually  about  forty-nine  days.  Old  peo- 
ple, if  they  are  not  too  poor,  buy  their 
own  coffin  and  keep  it  in  the  house  some- 
times for  several  years  before  they  die. 
We  have’  heard  something  about  the  way 
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you  celebrate  July  Fourth  in  America. 
You  might  think  our  funerals  were  cele- 
brations like  that  if  you  saw  one.  We 
fire  off  crackers,  have  big  red  banners  and, 
a band  to  play.  The  band  is  to  show 
honor  to  the  dead,  and  also  to  frighten 
away  the  evil  spirits.  Would  you  like  to 
know  something  about  the  school  here? 
The  building  seems  quite  large  to  us,  hav- 
ing four  rooms,  besides  one  small  one,  and 
has  ever  so  many  windows,  which  is  so 
different  from  our  homes,  which  have  no 
windows  except  a few  bricks  left  out  of 
the  wall. 

All  of  the  pupils  eat,  sleep,  study  and 
live  in  these  five  rooms,  and  it  is  pretty 
crowded  with  thirty  or  thirty-five  of  us. 
One  year  it  was  so  crowded  we  had  to 
put  some  beds  up  in  the  attic.  Our  beds 
are  pine  boards  laid  across  stools,  and  we 
donT  have  a thick  mattress  on  it  as  you 
do,  but  only  a piece  of  matting.  Our  pil- 
lows are  usually  a little  larger  than  a 
brick — and  as  hard  as  a brick — made  of 
crockery  ware  or  wood. 

We  eat  mostly  rice  and  greens,  with  a 
little  fish  or  other  meat,  and  sometimes 
other  vegetables.  We  use  two  chop-sticks 
to  eat  with,  and  these  with  a rice  bowl 
are  all  the  dishes  one  needs,  so  our  dish- 
washing is  not  very  hard. 

Miss  Huston  gave  us  a feast  on  her 
birthday,  and  we  asked  her  to  eat  with  us. 
She  can  eat  with  chop-sticks  almost  as 
well  as  we  can,  and  seems  to  like  Chinese 
food  very  much.  ' 

We  are  always  glad  to  hear  about 
America,  and  the  way  you  live  there. 

We  have  been  in  school  only  three  months, 
but  we  have  learned  the  Commandments, 
some  little  prayers  and  many  verses  in 
the  Bible,  besides  the  ^Three  character 
classics  which  tells  about  Jesus.”  We 
also  study  reading  and  writing  characters, 
arithmetic,  ethics  and  Bible  study  every 
day.  May  the  Heavenly  Father  bless  you 


and  give  you  peace,  is  our  hearffs  desire. 

Fook  Lin,‘ 

Mei  Chun. 

IMPRESSIONS  OF  A NEW  MISSIONARY. 

Dear  Dr.  Sommerville — I think  I can 
easily  say  that  the  worst  of  our  trip  was 
over  the  morning  we  left  home,  Nov.  17. 
We  went  directly  to  Edmonton  Alberta, 
where  we  spent  about  ten  days  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Josiah  Gibson,  Mrs.  Dick- 
son^s  sister.  I was  very  much  impressed 
with  this  great  country  and  its  oppor- 
tunities, and  I found  that  all  these  North- 
west cities  were  under-churched.  Many 
of  the  people  have  recently  come  from 
Scotland,  Ireland,  or  England,  and  quite 
a large  proportion  of  them  are  Psalm 
singers.  There  are  a few  Covenanters 
scattered  about,  but  not  many  in  any  one 
place.  I was  led  to  'feel  that  our  Church 
is  losing  a great  opportunity  if  she  does 
not  in  the  very  near  future  plant  a mis- 
sion station  in  each  one  of  the  large  cities 
of  this  country,  regardless  of  the  fact 
that  there  may  be  no  Covenanters  located 
in  the  place.  This  is  technically  a for- 
eign field,  and  I think  work  could  be  car- 
ried on  in  the  same  way  it  is  carried  on 
in  other  of  our  foreign  fields.  WTiy 
couldn’t  the  Church  raise  $10,000  and 
plant  four  or  five  mission  stations  and 
send  men  into  them  that  are  good  evan- 
gelists? Dr.  McKennon,  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  Vancouver,  told  me 
when  work  was  started,  there  was  plenty 
of  local  money  to  push  it  along  and  that 
the  people  were  much  better  church-goers 
than  those  in  the  States.  Of  course,  he 
was  speaking  of  the  Presbyterian  work  in 
particular.  There  is  another  thing  that 
seems  to  me  would  assist  our  mission  sta- 
tions, if  they  were  started  in  time,  and 
that  is  the  church  union  question,  which 
is  now  being  pushed  among  the  Presby- 
terians, Methodists  and  Congregational- 
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ists.  There  of  course  will  be  a dissenting 
minority  which  will  be  strongest  among 
the  Presbyterians,  especially  those  from 
Ireland  and  Scotland,  who  have  formerly 
been  Psalm  singers.  Our  Church  would 
appeal  to  this  class,  and  I feel  get  their 
support.  At  any  rate,  more  religious  work 
and  more  churches  are  needed  in  western 
Canada  and  the  people  are  now  in  a re- 
ceptive mood  for  such  work. 

We  were  entertained  at  Vancouver  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  Dunham,  who  did  in 
a very  real  way  make  us  feel  perfectly  at 
home.  They  have  two  beautiful  children, 
Bertha  and  Charles,  who  in  their  own 
way  helped  to  make  those  twd  days  pleas- 
ant ones.  Just  before  we  sailed  on  the 
Empress  of  Eussia,  Mrs.  Dunham  pre- 
sented us  with  a bundle  of  fruit  and  other 
good  things.  Bertha  gave  Mrs.  Dickson 
a pretty  bunch  of  violets,  and  Charles 
presented  me  with  a little  American  flag, 
which  made  me  feel  in  a way  that  I could 
not  realize  in  any  other  circumstance  that 
I was  leaving  home  and  the  flag  that 
helped  to  make  it  so  different  from  many 
other  homes  in  other  countries. 

The  Empress  of  Eussia  was  a flne  ship, 
but  in  spite  of  its  size  it  did  not  prevent 
the  motion  of  the  ocean  from  putting  a 
damper  on  the  generosity  of  my  stomach, 
and  T proved  to  be  a good  flsh  feeder. 
Mrs.  Dickson  proved  to  be  a better  sailor. 

We  arrived  at  Hongkong  on  Christmas 
morning,  and  were  met  by  Drs.  Kate  and 
Jean  McBurney.  It  didn’t  take  us  many 
minutes  to  find  that  we  were  in  the  hands 
of  real  friends,  and  although  the  day  was 
rainy  and  dreary,  those  awful  yearnings 
for  home  which  are  apt  to  be  more  mani- 
fest on  Christmas  than  any  other  time  of 
the  year,  did  not  have  an  opportunity  to 
flourish  as  they  might  have  done  without 
being  smothered  in  such  striking  person- 
alities as  these  two  doctors  possess.  While 
Dr.  Kate  was  dickering  with  a coolie 


about  the  transfer  of  our  baggage  from 
the  Empress  to  the  shore,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  crew  came  down  to  the  baggage 
room  to  show  me  a fine  little  pocket  Bible 
that  he  had  just  received  from  his  home 
in  Scotland.  As  I looked  over  the  book, 
I noticed  it  had  the  Psalms  in  meter.  I 
asked  him  if  he  knew  any  of  them.  ^^Do 
I know  any  of  them?”  he  replied,  and  he 
handed  me  the  Bible  and  reeled  off  the 
first  Psalm  as  readily  as  he  would  throw  a 
line  to  make  the  ship  fast.  Then  he  said, 
^^But,  mon,  did  you  ever  hear  that  eighth  ? 
My,  but  it’s  a gran’  one !”  and  he  com- 
menced : 

^^How  excellent  in  all  the  earth. 

Lord,  our  Lord,  is  thy  name !” 
and  recited  the  whole  Psalm  with  an 
earnestness  and  power  that  made  it  alto- 
gether a new  Psalm  to  me,  and  it  will  be 
a long  time  before  I forget  that  experi- 
ence with  this  old  Scotch  tar  in  the  bag- 
gage room  of  the  Empress  of  Eussia.  He 
bad  learned  the  Psalms  in  youth,  and  they 
still  were  standing  by  him. 

The  Drs.  McBurney  took  us  through 
Hongkong  to  the  Chinese  stores,  which 
were  the  only  ones  open,  to  buy  some  sup- 
plies for  our  home  in  the  interior.  Among 
other  things  we  had  to  purchase  were  pith 
hats.  Mrs.  Dickson  had  very  little  dif- 
ficulty in  getting  one,  but  we  visited  at 
least  eight  Chinese  hatters  before  I could 
get  one  large  enough.  In  the  last  shop 
the  proprietor  told  Dr.  Kate  that  I must 
have  a ^‘^swelled  head,”  but  that  he  would 
enlarge  one  of  his  hats  to  fit  it. 

Our  trip  up  the  West  Eiver  was  un- 
eventful. We  noted  with  much  interest 
the  flourishing  crops  of  rice  and  sugar 
cane,  and  numerous  little  villages  that 
were  scattered  along  the  banks  of  the 
river.  It  was  all  in  marked  contrast  to 
^vhat  we  had  been  used  to  in  America. 

Early  Saturday  morning,  Dec.  27,  we 
came  in  sight  of  Tak  Hing.  The  first 
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buildings  I noticed  in  the  distance  I 
thought  were  either  the  Mission  buildings 
or  some  of  the  municipal  buildings  of  the 
cit}',  but  was  told  that  they  were  pawn 
shops.  They  stand  up  prominently  in 
the  center  of  Tak  Hing  and  are  the  best 
looking  buildings  in  the  place.  We  soon 
came  in  view  of  the  Mission  compound, 
which  is  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  city, 
on  the  river  bank.  As  we  came  further 
up  the  river  we  got  a much  better  view  of 
Tak  Hing  itself,  and  it  reminded  me,  as 
I looked  at  it  from  the  boat,  of  some  of 
the  dirty  little  fishing  towns  that  you 
find  on  the  Massachusetts  coast,  with 
their  low  shack-like  buildings  and  the 
water  front  filled  with  small  boats.  The 
only  difference  was  that  Tak  Hing  looks 
worse,  and  when  you  get  into  it,  it  smells 
stronger  than  one  of  these  New  England 
fishing  towns.  Miss  Huston  and  Mr. 
Kempf  met  us  in  a boat  and  all  the  rest 
of  the  missionaries  met  us  before  we  got 
to  the  compound.  We  noted  as  we  passed 
through  the  Tak  Hing  streets  that  there 
were  no  newsboys  yelling  ^‘^Mornin^  paper.^^ 
No  bootblacks,  no  ice  cream  parlors,  gro- 
cer}^ stores,  drug  stores,  5 and  10  cent 
stores,  and  anything  that  would  remind 
one  of  an  American  city.  In  fact,  the 
only  things  that  I could  say  looked  at  all 
like  home  to  me  were  the  members  of 
the  Mission,  the  pawn  shops  and  the  cigar- 
ettes, which  are  smoked  by  many  Chinese 
as  a result  of  some  of  the  missionary 
work  that  the  American  Tobacco  Co.  has 
been  doing  in  China  for  the  past  few 
years.  The  streets  in  Tak  Hing  are  very 
narrow,  and  in  general  appearance  remind 
you  of  the  gutters  in  our  American  streets, 
only  they  are  not  so  clean. 

It  was  thought  best  that  we  should  stay 
at  Tak  Hing  till  after  the  annual  Mission 
meeting,  and  go  to  Loh  Ting  with  Mr. 
Mitchell.  We  are  now  enjoying  the  hos- 
pitality of  Eev.  J.  K.  Eobb’s  home.  We 


have  been  made  to  feel  at  home  by  all  the 
missionaries,  and  are  gradually  becoming 
accustomed  to  the  ways  of  this  strange 
race.  We  have  begun  our  language  study, 
but  our  teachers  are  getting  more  enjoy- 
ment out  of  it  than  we  are. 

Every  one  seems  to  be  busy  and  have  a 
little  more  responsibility  than  an  average 
individual  can  carry.  One  thing  that  im- 
pressed me  more  than  anything  else  were 
the  Chinese  converts,  especially  some  of 
the  native  evangelists  and  the  Bible 
woman  they  call  Tai  So.  It  is  certainly 
a tonic  for  any  one’s  faith  to  see  what 
Christianity  in  so  short  a time  has  done 
for  these  people.  As  I have  contrasted 
my  life  and  opportunities  with  theirs,  all 
I can  say  is  that  I have  much  to  be 
ashamed  of  in  myself. 

I have  kept  at  the  heels  of  Dr.  Wright 
since  I arrived.  He  certainly  has  shown 
the  patience  of  Job  in  answering  questions 
and  in  doing  everything  he  could  to  give 
me  an  idea  what  a different  proposition 
the  practice  of  medicine  is  in  China  as 
compared  with  America. 

E.  J.  M.  Dickson. 

THEN  AND  NOW. 

Onua,  Malekula,  New  Hebe  ides, 
Dec.  13,  1913. 

My  dear  Dr.  Sommerville : 

I have  been  thinking  of  the  great  con- 
trast between  the  time  when  my  father 
first  came  to  the  New  Hebrides  and  now. 
Then  there  was  only  yearly  regular  com- 
munication with  the  outside  world,  two 
or  three  missionaries  and  a few  whalers 
and  sandalwood  traders.  Except  for 
Aneiteum,  the  islands  were  heathen. 

Now  our  present  staff  numbers  twenty 
missionaries,  besides  a few  assistants;  a 
white  population  of  several  hundred,  and 
four  or  five  regular  steamers — French  and 
British. 

We  have  three  local  native  hospitals, 


Monographs. 


63 


besides  the  hospital  at  Vila,  and  until  a 
few  days  ago  the  hospital  at  Ambrim.  We 
have  onr  native  Teachers’  Training  Insti- 
tute at  Tangoa,  South  Santo.  This  insti- 
tute had  for  the  first  twenty  years  at  its 
head  Dr.  Annand,  of  Nova  Scotia,  who 
laid  the  foundations  well,  making  it  a 
proved  success.  Now  Eev.  Fred  G-.  Bowie 
is  principal,  having  as  assistant  Mr.  Hen- 
derson, who  was  formerly  engaged  in 
mission  work  in  Africa,  and  who  with  his 
wife  is  proving  a splendid  addition  in 
Mr.  Bowie’s  estimation. 

All  the  south  end  of  the  group  is  Chris- 
tian, with  the  exception  of  a small  part 
of  Tanna,  and  the  work  there  is  the  more 
difficult  one  of  training  to  greater  ear- 
nestness those  who  have  already  professed 
Christ. 

In  the  north  the  coast  of  Malekula  is 
largely  Christian,  with  some  black  spots 
yet.  Also  Santo  is  coming  in,  and  inland 
Malekula  is  being  tackled.  Ambrim  is 
largely  under  Christian  influence,  and  the 
work  is  hopeful. 

Our  difficulties  are  not  so  much  with 
the  savages  now,  though  we  have  had 
three  murders  lately  within  easy  walking 
distance  of  my  house,  as  with  the  dual 
control  of  the  islands  by  British  and 
French,  and  the  chaotic  way  in  which  the 
laws  are  administered.  Also  what  my 
brother  Frank  has  published  under  the 
title  of  ^^Slavery  Under  the  British  Flag 
Confronts  Us.” 

In  the  hundreds  of  cases  of  natives 
cruelly  treated,  illegally  recruited,  etc., 
almost  entirely  French,  that  have  come 
before  the  Condominium,  when  convic- 
tions have  occurred,  the  French  resident 
has  not  carried  out  the  sentence  of  the 
court,  making  it  a farce. 

Our  teachers  and  otlier  Christian  na- 
tives are  being  put  in  gaol  by  the  French, 
and  many  are  lying  in  prison  without 
trial.  Some  died  thus.  My  elder  and 


finest  teacher  has  been  in  gaol  since  last 
August,  and  has  had  no  trial.  It  is  simi- 
lar to  the  treatment  of  the  Christians  in 
Korea,  but  in  this  case  Great  Britain  is 
responsible  as  the  co-partner  of  France. 

A week  ago  at  Ambrim  our  fine  hospital 
was  blown  up  by  a volcano,  which  is  still 
active.  The  hospital  had  just  had  an  ad- 
dition of  five  wards,  etc.,  and  was  finely 
equipped,  costing  $30,000.  Dr.  Bowie 
noticed*  volcanic  disturbances,  and  as  a 
precautionary  measure  removed  patients 
to  Malekula.  Then  a crater  blew  up  right 
in  the  hospital  grounds.  For  twenty  miles 
there  are  volcanic  eruptions  or  smoke. 
The  doctor  was  the  last  to  quit  the  hos- 
pital, and  never  expected  to  come  out 
alive.  The  sea  for  half  a mile  out  is  ris- 
ing— a big  hill  of  lava  and  ash.  Cattle 
and  everything  have  disappeared  in  the 
crater.  We  are  thankful  that  so  many 
natives  were  saved  from  Ambrim.  The 
brightness  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bowie  and  the 
hospital  staff  is  beyond  all  praise — it  is 
heroic  the  way  they  are  helping.  They 
lost  home  and  everything.  Several  vol- 
canoes on  other  islands  have  also  broken 
out. 

Lately  in  the  New  Hebrides  our  staff 
of  mission  workers  has  suffered  loss.  My 
sister  and  her  husband,  Eev.  John  Gillan, 
have  to  retire,  as  Mrs.  Lilian’s  health  has 
broken  dovm.  Some  of  our  veterans  have 
just  retired  after  grand  work,  and  we  are 
at  present  under-manned.  The  Condo- 
minium Government  is  a wicked  farce, 
and  a disgrace  to  Great  Britain,  as  she, 
while  honorable  in  her  dealings  with  our 
natives,  is  allied  to  France,  whose  policy 
here  is  shameful. 

But  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  spiritual, 
the  future  is  in  His  hands,  and  we  be- 
lieve 'the  work  is  going  ahead.  I was 
born  in  the  old  savage  times  in  the  New 
Hebrides,  and  believe  the  modern  prob- 
lems with  a.  large  influx  of  the  white  race. 
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grog  and  a wretched  farce  of  a govern- 
ment is  far  harder,  but  with  the  prayers 
of  Gk>d^s  people  we  believe  God^s  work  will 
prosper,  and  it  is  specially  for  the  prayers 
of  yonr  readers  that  we  long. 

With  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Sommer- 
ville  and  yonrself, 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

Fred.  J.  Paton. 

PROMOTED. 

Pennsylvania,  Pittsburgh. — On  Dec.  24, 
1913,  it  pleased  our  heavenly  Father  to 
again  call  from  our  midst  one  of  His  own. 
Miss  Sadie  Caskey.  She  was  a charter 
member  of  the  Central  Allegheny  Ee- 
formed  Presbyterian  Church,  loyal  to  all 
its  interests  and  ever  ready  to  take  up  her 
share  of  the  burden.  True  to  her  con- 
victions, she  showed  by  her  consistent  life 
a well  developed  Christian  character,  thus 
endearing  herself  to  those  about  her. 

Her  long  illness  she  bore  with  patient 
cheerfulness,  and  while  nearing  its  close, 
assured  her  devoted  sister  that  death  had 
no  terrors  for  her,  after  which  she  passed 
gently  into  the  beyond,  to  be  reunited 
with  her  loved  ones  gone  before,  and  to 
be  forever  with  the  Lord. 

Her  familiar  form  will  long  be  missed 
in  the  Church  and  Missionary  Society, 
where,  even  through  the  years  of  her  ill- 
ness, she  attended  with  such  regularity. 

We  desire  to  place  on  record  this  tribute 
of  love,  and  commend  those  to  whom  she 
was  most  near  and  dear  to  the  loving  sym- 
pathy of  Him  Who  doeth  all  things  well, 
and  Who  in  His  gracious  promise  has 
said:  ‘^1  will  never  leave  thee,  nor  for- 
sake thee.^^ 

Miss  Anxa  M.  Aikeic, 
Mrs.  Egbert  Black, 
Mrs.  Jas.  F.  MacKee. 


INTERNATIONAL  MISSIONARY' UNION. 

At  the  request  of  Mrs.  H.  J.  Bostwick, 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Inter- 
national Missionary  Union,  Clifton 
Springs,  X.  Y.,  we  insert  the  following 
announcement : 

For  thirty  years  the  International  Mis- 
sionar}'  Union  has  met  once  every  twelve 
months  for  a conference  of  prayer  and 
study  of  the  conditions  in  mission  fields. 
Missionaries  of  evangelical  churches,  now 
on  furlough  or  who  are  under  appoint- 
ment to  go,  along  with  all  who  have 
served  as  missionaries  and  are  now  com- 
pelled to  remain  at  home,  are  invited  to 
come  to  the  conference.  An  excellent  op- 
portunity is  afforded  for  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  workers  from  all  parts  of 
the  world  and  learning  the  methods  which 
are  used  by  different  missions. 

The  theme  chosen  for  the  gathering 
this  year  cannot  but  bring  a thrill  of  hope 
and  determination  to  all  who  follow  it  in 
the  developments  nGw  visible  in  all  coun- 
tries— ‘"‘The  Gospel  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace  in  a World  in  Eevolution.”  The 
sessions  will  begin  on  Wednesday,  May 
13,  and  last  through  the  19th.  Free  en- 
tertainment is  offered  to  all  missionaries 
or  those  who  have  been  missionaries. 
i\Iany  friends  of  missionary  work  will 
want  to  attend  the  meetings — wh^re  they 
are  most  welcome.  These  will  find  that 
arrangements  can  easily  be  made.  All 
who  contemplate  attendance  upon  the 
conference,  or  vdslvto  know  about  it,  will 
correspond  with  Mrs.  H.  J.  Bostwick, 
Clifton  Springs,  X.  Y. 

Geo.  C.  Lekikgtok,  SecX, 
The  Board  of  Control. 


^'There  is  no  service  like  his  that  serves  because  he  loves.” 
‘'Tf  you  do  not  get  what  you  want,  try  liking  what  you  get.^ 
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MISSION  STUDY. 

Conducted  by  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Metheny. 

IMMIGRANT  FORCES. 

CHAPTER  II. 

AN  IMMIGRANT  INVENTORY. 

OUTLINE. 

1.  Whence  are  they? 

1.  Northern  and  Western  Europe. 

(a)  Norway  and  Sweden,  (5) 
Denmark,  (c)  Germany,  (d) 
Switzerland,  (e)  Holland,  (/) 
France,  (r/)  Belgium,  (h)  Great 
Britain. 

2.  Southern  and  Eastern  Europe. 

(a)  Spain,  (5)  Portugal,  (c) 
Italy,  (d)  Austria-Hungary,  (e) 
Balkans,  (f)  Greece. 

IT.  Who  are  they? 

1.  In  New  York,  mostly  Jews  and 

Italians. 

2.  Jlastern  cities  and  Pacific  coast, 

Italians. 

3.  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Buffalo,  Cleve- 

land and  Philadelphia,  Poles. 

4.  Northwestern  States,  Scandinavians. 

0.  Germxans,  English,  Irish  and  Scotch, 

scattered. 

III.  Countries  from  which  they  came. 

1.  Natural  features. 

2.  History. 

3.  Emplojmients  in  their  own  coun- 

tries. 

4.  Governments. 

IV.  Paces  and  nationalities  not  synony- 

mous. 

1.  Hungarians,  (a)  Slovaks — Slavs; 

((;)  Roumanians — Italian;  (c) 

Magyars — Asiatics. 

2.  Italians,  (a)  North — Piedmontese, 
liombards,  Venetians,  French, 


Swiss,  inhabitants  of  the  Tyrol, 
(b)  South — Sicilians,  Calabrians, 
Basilicatans. 

In  studying  this  chapter,  we  find  that 
in  the  period  of  five  years,  beginning  with 
1907,  the  peoples  classed  in  I.  1 furnished 
one-fifth  of  the  immigrants;  I.  2,  includ- 
ing Turkey  in  Europe,  two-thirds  of  the 
whole.  There  appears  to  be  no  account 
made  of  Turkey  in  Asia.  Not  all  of 
those  who  come,  stay.  In  this  five  years, 
about  one-third  left;  of  these,  the  propor- 
tion of  those  from  I.  1 was  13  to  100; 
from  I.  2,  39  to  100;  of  those  returning, 
00  per  cent,  were  Italians,  70  per  cent. 
Magyars,  and  8 per  cent.  Irish. 

No  doubt  the  class  that  comes  from 
I.  1,  is  the  most  intelligent  and  desirable. 
They  are  of  races  that  already  enjoy  more 
freedom  than  those  of  I.  2,  and  are  con- 
sequently better  fitted  to  become  good  cit- 
izens. They  are  also  more  stable.  More 
of  this  class  engage  in  agriculture,  and 
become  owners  of  land.  A possible  reason 
for  the  return  of  the  Italians  is  the  near- 
ness to  Naples,  and  the  small  cost  of  travel 
— $35.  Another  factor,  is  the  mild  cli- 
mate of  their  own  country.  The  rate  to 
Hungary  is  a little  less  than  that  to 
Naples.  Both  these  peoples  prefer  their 
own  cduntry  provided  they  have  enough 
to  live  on  there. 

Italy  is  famous  for  its  natural  beauties, 
and  thousands  of  tourists  go  to  see  them. 
Its  climate  also  is  such  as  to  woo  those 
who  shrink  from  the  hardships  of  Ameri- 
can winters.  . . 

Parts  of  Austria-Hungary  are  fertile 
plains,  and  those  parts  which  are  sterile 
and  mountainous  possess  a grandeur  which 
impresses  itself  on  the  inhabitants,  and  it 
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is  small  wonder  that  those  who  come  to 
the  congested  districts  of  our  cities,  or 
find  work  in  the  stockyards  or  in  the  min- 
ing industries,  look  back  with  yearning 
hearts  to  their  fatherland. 

When  we  look  at  the  history  of  these 
people,  we  find  ourselves  but  creatures 
of  a day.  We  can  scarcely  realize  the  feel- 
ings of  a Bulgarian,  a Hungarian,  or  a 
Bohemian,  whose  history  runs  back  more 
than  ten  times  as  far  as  our  own.  We 
should  not  forget  who  it  was  that  checked 
Moslem  advance  into  Europe.  If  we  have 
our  heroes,  so  have  they.  Think  of  the 
long  look  back  of  the  Italian — even  to 
Romulus,  and  remember  the  heroic  strug- 
gle that  brought  into  existence  United 
Italy.  And  these  are  the  people  that  we 
call  ^^Dunkies^^  and  ^^Dagos.^^ 

We  find  these  people  in  their  homes 
using  very  primitive  methods  in  their 
labors,  and  they  hope  to  escape  from 
drudgery  by  crossing  the  seas.  Alas ! for 
the  hopes  of  most  of  them!  Oppressive 
governments  and  militarism  are  also  fac- 
tors in  leading  them  to  forsake  their 
homes. 

In  this  chapter  we  learn  that  the 
nationality  does  not  determine  the  race, 
for  in  some  countries  there  are  people 
of  different  races  under  the  same  gov* 
ernment,  as  in  Austria-Hungary,  where 
the  ruling  power  is  German  in  Austria 
proper,  while  a Hungarian  may  be  by  race 
a Slav  or  of  Italian  or  Asiatic  origin.  In 
like  manner,  Russia  is  inhabited  by ‘differ- 
ent races.  I fail  to  find  much  mention  of 
Russia,  though  many  of  the  383,701  in- 
crease of  Jews  in  the  years  from  1907  to 
1912  must  be  Russian. 

I suppose  the  Syrians  must  be  included 
in  the  632,924  ‘^all  others”  of  the  table 
on  page  43,  but  they  are  not  mentioned. 
Yet  we  are  but  mushrooms  compared  to 
them.  We  Americans  are  accustomed  to 
think  our  own  country  so  wise,  so  great. 


so  much  superior  to  all  others,  that  it 
comes  as  a shock  when  foreigners  express 
their  opinion  of  us.  A few  weeks  ago  a 
Syrian  woman  ‘said  to  me,  ^^Your  coun- 
try is  not  holy;  our  Lord  never  was  in 
your  country.”  True;  their  country  was 
the  theater  of  the  world’s  greatest  events. 

JUNIOR  DEPARTMENT. 

CONFESSION  AND  REPENTANCE. 

Acts  19:  18,  19.  ' 

Readings:  I.  Sam.  12,  20;  II.  Chron. 
7,  14;  Psa.  51,  17;  Isa.  1,  16;  Matt.  5,  4; 
Acts  8,  22;  I.  John  1,  9;  Rev.  2,  5; 
Gen.  42,  21;  Yum.  12,  11;  Ex.  33,  4; 
Ezra  9,  6;  Neh.  9,  33;  Psa.  38,  18. 

Questions  : Where  was  Ephesus  ? What 
kind  of  a city  was  it?  What  people 
would  Paul  find  in  Ephesus?  Would 
there  be  Jews,  Greeks,  Romans?  What 
kind  of  life  did  Paul  live?  Does  one  man 
have  much  influence  in  a large  city? 
What  did  Paul  talk  about  in  their  syna- 
gogue? What  did  Demetrius  say  of 
Paul?  What  difference  did  Paul’s  teach- 
ing make  on  the  people  of  Ephesus  ? How 
did  they  show  their  repentance?  What 
was  the  value  of  the  books  they  burned? 
Would  this  act  make  them  any  stronger 
in  their  Christian  life?  How  will  con- 
fessing and  repenting  help  us  ? How  will 
it  help  others?  How  may  we  show  our 
repentance  ? 

Trace  Paul  in  his  third  missionary 
journey  and  decide  his  purpose  in  visiting 
in  Ephesus.  Ephesus  was  a very  great 
and  prosperous  city,  much  noted  for  its 
splendor  and  the  temple  of  the  goddess 
Diana.  Paul’s  life  there  must  have  been 
remarkable,  for  its  influence  was  so 
marked.  He  must  have  been  filled  with 
the  Spirit,  when  the  people  were  wiUing 
to  burn  things  they  had  so  greatly  valued. 
The  true  test  of  our  discipleship  is  the  life 
we  live  here.'  We  have  seen  the  influence 
of  one  man  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh, 
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when  Mr.  Sunday  has  been  able  to  inter- 
est thousands  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  has 
stirred  the  city  to  its  depths.  We  cannot 
measure  the  influence  of  our  confession. 

COMRADES  FROM  OTHER  LANDS. 

CHAPTER  V. 

In  the  Construction  Camp. 

We  feel  proud  of  the  engineers  who 
build  our  railroads  and  bridges,  and  canals 
and  macadamized  roads.  But  while  they 
furnished  the  brains,  the  work  could  not 
be  accomplished  without  the  Italian  and 
his  pick  and  shovel.  His  life  is  a constant 
sacrifice.  The  padrone  is  responsible  for 
most  of  the  difficulties  the  Italian  meets 
with.  He  charges  for  securing  jobs  for 
them  and  city  prices  for  food  and  hous- 
ing. The  contractor  pays  through  the 
padrone,  and  he  keeps  all  his  charges  out 
of  their  wages  before  they  receive  them. 
This  padrone  often  meets  them  at  the 
dock  and  lures  them  to  places  where  he 
can  receive  most  from  them. 

j\Iiss  Sarah  Moore  has  been  a great  help 
to  the  Italians  in  having  primers  for  the 
gangs,  so  they  can  learn  English  and  un- 
derstand what  the  ^^Boss”  says.  They 
were  often  injured  because  of  misunder- 
standing words.  She  had  her  first  camp 
near  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  had  school  at 
night.  She  taught  them  such  phrases  as 
^^All  grip  the^  rope,”  ^Tush,  boys,  push,” 
'Tull  this  way,  boys.”  Pittsburgh  Board 
of  Trade  gave  her  great  commendation. 
The  little  ones  are  oppressed  also,  receiv- 
ing one  cent  for  tying  forty  knots  in  a 
.willow  plume.  Five  cents  per  day  for 
making  540  forget-me-nots.  There  are 
many  who  see  the  need,  who  are  trying  to 
help  these  poor  people.  They  are  very 
affectionate  and  respond  wonderfully  to 
kindness.  Labor  problems  would  be  at 
least  partially  solved  if  the  Golden  Eule 
were  used  in  dealing  with  these  people. 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Wallace. 


AN  AFTERNOON  IN  CHICAGO.  S 

Lender  escort  of  Mr.  Arthur  B.  Farwell, 
President  of  the  Chicago  Law  and  Order 
League,  and  accompanied  by  my  friend. 
Mrs.  Kennedy,  who  had  placed  her  com- 
fortable limousine  at  our  disposal,  we  set 
out  to  see  some  of  the  sights  of  this  great 
Western  metropolis.  The  first  place  we 
visited  was  the  "Dawes  Memorial  Lodging 
House,”  an  institution  for  homeless  men, 
erected  in  memory  of  an  only  son  who  was 
drowned  last  year.  For  months  past  a 
long  line  of  men  without  work  have  stood 
waiting  for  the  opening  of  the  doors  each 
night.  Five  cents  secures  them  a nighPs 
lodging  and  five  cents  more  will  get  them 
an  excellent  meal  of  bread,  coffee  and 
soup. 

We  were  rather  early  to  see  the  bread 
line,  but  a number  of  inmates,  mostly  old 
people,  were  scattered  through  the  hall, 
reading  papers  and  magazines,  of  which 
there  seemed  to  be  a plentiful  supply.  At 
one  end  of  the  room  was  a large  fireplace, 
like  those  of  the  days  of  the  Highland 
Chieftains.  On  cold  nights  the  men  gather 
around  the  playing  logs,  and  in  their 
warmth  and  cheer  forget  for  a moment 
their  misery  and  think  of  the  old  home 
of  long  ago,  with  the  father  smoking  his 
pipe,  the  mother  plying  the  needle  and 
the  children  frolicking  around. 

When  bedtime  comes  they  go  down- 
stairs to  the  bath  rooms.  Each  man  has 
a locker  and  key  assigned  to  him.  There 
he  finds  a night  shirt,  a pair  of  slippers 
and  a towel,  which  he  takes,  leaving  his 
own  clothes  in  the  locker  for  the  night. 
Every  man  must  take  a shower  bath  be- 
fore retiring.  The  bed  rooms  are  large 
and  well  ventilated.  In  one  of  the  rooms 
250  neat  tidy  cots  were  arranged  side  by 
side.  A pair  of  sheets,  a pillow  case  and 
good  warm  comforts  are  given  out  for 
each  bed. 
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On  the  top  flat  are  little  bed  rooms, 
where  a man,  by  paying  ten  cents,  can 
have  a room  to  himself.  We  asked  if  any 
religious  services  were  held,  and  were  told 
‘^No,  because  there  were  so  many  religious 
beliefs  and  non-beliefs.'’^  But  I think  if 
properly  gone  about,  they  would  allow  two 
or  three  earnest  Christian  men  to  go  down 
and  sing  them  some  gospel  songs  and  talk 
a few  minutes  on  the  things  of  God,  and 
doubtless  some  of  the  young  men  in  my 
son’s  church  would  be  glad  of  such  an 
outlet  in  their  Christian  zeal.  We  must 
see  about  it.  As  we  came  away  we  met 
crowds  in  the  nearby  street,  converging 
toward  the  haven  of  rest  and  food. 

A striking  contrast  to  this  new,  up-to- 
date,  cheerful  asylum  was  our  next  slop- 
ping place,  ^^Hagan’s  Flop.”  It  is  a char- 
itable institution,  inasmuch  that  a man 
need  not  be  out  of  doors  with  the  ther- 
mometer at  zero.  Here  is  shelter  and  a 
degree  of  warmth.  It  is  a private  under- 
taking, and  means  business,  inasmuch  as 
with  next  to  no  outlay  the  proprietor  re- 
ceives a nickel  from  each  refugee.  They  ac- 
commodate flve  hundred,  so  you  can  see 
he  makes  a nice  little  sum. 

When  permission  to  enter  was  given,  we 
found  ourselves  at  once  on  stepping  from 
the  pavement  in  a dark,  hot,  stifling  room 
filled  with  men  seemingly  of  the  lowest 
grade.  Ho  doubt  some  were  forced  there 
by  stress  of  circumstances,  who  belonged 
elsewhere.  One  we  had  to  pass  on  the  old 
worn  stairs,  sat  with  his  head  sunk  in  his 
arms,  as  if  wishing  to  escape  notice.  The 
sleeping  hall  is  lined  with  wooden  shelves, 
which,  without  any  mattress,  blanket  or 
an}d;hing  else,  form  their  beds.  The  men 
usually  manage  to  bring  with  them  a 
newspaper  or  two  for  covering.  How  our 
hearts  yearned  to  speak  to  these  poor 
creatures  of  the  Home  above — in  the 
Father’s  House,  where  there  is  enough  and 
to  spare.  But  even  had  we  been  allowed. 


we  could  hardly  have  dared,  knowing  that 
hunger  for  another  kind  of  bread  was 
gnawing  at  many  a man’s  heart.  Here 
there  is  no  provision  for  food,  only  shelter. 

One  of  the  downtown  police  stations 
was  across  the  street,  and  Mr.  Farwell  pro- 
posed a look  in  there.  Many  a time  have 
I accompanied  my  dear  friend,  Mrs. 
Crowe,  in  her  wonderful  work  among  the 
jail  prisoners,  so  that  here  I found  noth- 
ing very  new.  The  same  old  cells  with 
the  same  old  bars  were  there.  One  cell 
contained  three  or  four  men,  one  a youth 
about  21,  a handsome,  intelligent  looking 
fellow.  As  our  party  hurried  past,  I 
stopped  a moment  to  say,  ^^How,  boys,  if 
you  ever  get  out  of  this  cell,  see  to  it  that 
you  never  will  be  caught  inside  it  again.” 
With  one  voice,  they  answered,  ^^That  we 
won’t.” 

lu  the  women’s  ward  there  was  an  un- 
usual case.  A lady  who  had  been  attend- 
ing a cliurch  social  the  previous  evening 
had  become  obstreperous,  whether  from 
mental  or  physical  ailment  the  officer  could 
not  tell.  All  he  knew  was  that  a call  had 
come  in  for  the  patrol  wagon,  and  she 
was  brought  in.  Word  was  sent  her  hus- 
band. 

We  drove  next  to  the  municipal*  lodging 
house,  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the 
city.  Twenty-seven  hundred  are  frequent- 
ly entertained.  On  entrance  a man  re- 
ceives a ticket  like  a boarding  house  meal 
ticket.  This  entitles  him  to  supper,  bed 
and  breakfast,  and  good  food,  too.  We 
saw  a crowd  of  them  eating  their  supper 
when  we  went  in.  Bowls  of  hot,  appetiz- 
ing looking  soup  and  bread.  After  break- 
fast the  next  day  the  men  are  set  to  do 
some  work  about  the  place,  of  which  there 
is  abundance.  On  the  second  and  third 
days  they  are  allowed  to  seek  employment, 
returning  each  night  if  unsuccessful. 
They  again  receive  a ticket — do  a day’s 
work,  and  again  on  the  second  and  third 
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days  are  permitted  to  search  the  city  for 
a job.  Thus  for  two  days^  work  they  get 
food  and  shelter  for  six.  The  sleeping 
apartment  which  we  saw  was  like  a sea 
of  white  canvas  cots.  No  sheets  are  pro- 
vided, only  good,  warm,  coarse  blankets. 

By  way  of  relief,  let  me  escort  my  read- 
ers to  my  son^s  Sabbath  school  in  the  ele- 
gant suburb  of  Kenwood. 

It  is  brilliantly  lighted  and  decorated, 
and  Santa  Claus  in  all  his  glory  presides 
on  the  platform.  The  children  and  young 
people  are  out  in  their  best  and  striving 
to  do  their  best.  As  each  class  gives  its 
performance  of  song  or  recital,  they  march 
on  to  the  platform  and  file  past  King  Kris, 
laying  at  his  feet  their  various  gifts  of 
fruit,  vegetables  and  food,  also  clothing. 
And  what  does  Santa  do  with  all  these 
'gifts?  See  if  we  can  find  out. 

Next  day  we  drive  away  down  through 
the  city,  passing  the  beautiful  park  and 
boulevards,  the  streets  becoming  more 
crowded,  the  houses  less  and  less  beautiful. 
We  stop  in  one  of  the  narrowest  streets 
in  front  of  a little  chapel.  Ah ! We  have 
caught  him.  There  is  our  old  friend 
Santa  Claus.  This  time,  however,  the 
room  is  filled  with  a different  set.  Bare- 
headed mothers  with  their  babies  in  their 
arms  occupy  the  seats  at  one  end,  while 
a great  circle  of  little  tots  are  seated  on 
the  floor.  Despite  the  poor  apparel,  the 
beautiful  eyes,  the  dark  hair  and  rich 
complexion  tell  us  that  their  natural  home 
is  under  Italian  skies.  They  rise  to  greet 
the  young  minister  and  his  party  with 
some  of  their  little  Christmas  songs. 

Now  we  see  what  becomes  of  those  gifts 


of  the  night  before.  With  a broader  smile 
even  than  when  these  gifts  were  laid  at 
his  feet,  he  hands  out  to  each  child  an 
appropriate  gift,  and  they  return  to  their 
crowded  tenement  houses.  The  uptown 
children  and  the  downtown  children  are 
both  made  happy  on  this  Christmas  day, 
the  one  by  giving  and  tlie  other  by  receiv- 
ing. 

What  a jumble  of  good  and  evil  in  this 
seething  pot  of  the  West.  One  feels  like 
looking  up  to  the  watch  tower  and  crying, 
‘'Watchman,  what  of  the  night?  Watch- 
man, what  of  the  night?’'’  And  we  hear 
the  old  answer,  slightly  changed,  perhaps, 
‘‘'The  night  cometh  and  also  the  morn- 
ing.” Yes,  the  darkness  is  ven-  dense,  but 
as  surely  as  the  darkness  of  the  night  re- 
cedes before  the  rays  of  the  morning,  so 
surely  is  the  dark  pall  of  sin  and  misery 
that  hangs  over  the  earth  receding,  and 
will  gradually  disappear  before  the  rays  of 
the  Sun  of  Eighteousness. 

Mrs.  C.  E.  McCartney. 

4643  Woodlawn  Avenue,  Chicago,  III. 

NOTICE. 

The  books  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Presbyterial  Missionary  Society 
close  March  31. 

Will  treasurers  of  auxiliary  societies  be 
sure  that  contributions  to  salary  account 
and  also  to  contingent  account  are  all  in 
before  that  date. 

Contingent  dues  are  at  the  rate  of  10 
cents  per  member  for  W.  M.  S.  and  Y. 
P.  M.  S.,  and  5 cents  per  member  of 
Juniors. 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Wills,  Treasurer. 


There’s  ‘Tagtime”  in  more  than  music  and  song.  The  word  expresses  a certain 
type  of  life.  Eagtime  singing  and  music  are  symptomatic.  ‘ They  are  the  expression 
• of  ragtime  people  and  often  of  ragtime  principles — people  with  small  minds,  small 
thoughts,  small  ambitions;  people  who  do  not  aspire  to  lofty  and  strong  things  and 
high  culture;  people  who  are  content  to  live  on  a low  plane;  frivolous,  light,  super- 
ficial people. — Freshyterian  of  the  South. 
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Owing  to  onr  confidence  in  the  integ- 
rity of  men  and  women  in  the  member- 
ship of  the  Covenanter  Chnrch,  we  do  not 
send  bills  to  subscribers,  but  merely  in- 
dicate on  the  wi’apper  of  the  magazine 
the  date  to  which  the  subscription  has 
been  paid.  This  may  be  bad  business 
from  the  viewpoint  of  the  world,  but  it  is 
Christianity,  as  interpreted  in  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount;  and  it  seems  to  us  that 
those  who  are  in  arrears  ought  to  honor 
our  confidence  in  their  Christian  integrity 
by  sending  in  the  hundreds  of  dollars  that 
are  due  to  Olive  Trees. 

No  one  is  under  any  obligation  to  sub- 
scribe for  Olive  Trees,  but  every  one  who 
does  so,  is  in  honor  bound  to  pay  the  sub- 
scription till  he  has  ordered  the  paper 
discontinued.  What  we  say  is  not  in- 
tended for  the  many  hundreds  who  remit 
renewals  as  promptly  as  the  year  begins, 
often  not  only  sending  the  dollar,  but  an- 
other or  more  to  put  Olive  Trees  into 
the  home  of  some  one  who  is  intensely  in- 
terested in  the  missionary  news  it  reports 
every  month,  but  cannot  afford  to  pay 
even  a dollar  for  the  privilege. 

jMovements  of  missionaries : A cable- 

gram to  Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Methen}^,  dated  Fri- 
day, Feb.  6,  1914,  announces  the  safe  ar- 
rival of  Dr.  Peoples  and  family  at  Mer- 
sina,  Asia  Minor;  and  Miss  Maggie  B. 
Edgar  intends  to  leave  for  Syria  before 
the  end  of  February.  In  the  true  mis- 
sionary spirit,  she  is  giving  up  part  of  her 
furlough  time  that  she  may  return  to  share 
vdth  her  associates  in  Latakia  the  heavy 
burdens  resting  on  them  there.  Siclmess, 
unhappy  withdrawals  from  service,  and 
persistent  reviling  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy  unite  to  make  the  scene  of  her 
labors  a very  undesirable  center  of  work; 


and  yet  she  is  anxious  to  return  to  her 
Christian  activities  in  that  field,  as  soon 
as  arrangements  can  be  made  for  her  de- 
parture. She  got  away  from  New  York 
Saturday,  Feb.  28,  on  the  SS.  Canada,  of 
the  Fabre  Line. 

Eecent  letters  from  Syria  bring  the 
good  news  that  Miss  Mattie  R.  Wylie  is 
so  far  improved  that  she  can  be  taken  from 
her  bed  and  seated  in  an  easy  chair.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  improvement  will  con- 
tinue till  she  is  restored  to  health  and  for- 
mer activity.  Miss  Edgar,  writing  from 
St.  Louis,  with  reference  to  her  return  to 
Syria,  says,  among  other  things:  ‘'^Miss 

Meams  writes  me  in  good  heart,  but  it  is 
evident  she  is  feeljng  the  strain  not  a lit- 
tle. She  sa}^s  v/hat  worries  her  most  is 
not  getting  time  for  Arabic  study,  and 
that  school  work  has  to  be  let  slip  along 
without  such  oversight  as  she  thinks  it 
ought  to  have.”  Will  the  Church  not  give 
us  two  more  young  women  of  the  same 
stamp  for  Latakia? 

Since  writing  this  note,  we  have  learned 
that  on  Jan.  23,  Miss  Wylie  was  taken  to 
Beirut  to  enter  the  hospital  under  Dr. 
Ward^s  care. 

We  are  glad  to  note  that  Miss  A.  Louise 
Crockett  arrived  in  New  York  in  safety 
Tuesday,  Feb.  17,  1914,  by  SS.  Adriatic. 

The  conversion  of  the  world  and  the 
intercession  of  the  Church  are  insepar- 
able. The  Spirit  of  God  has  put  on  record, 
for  our  encouragement,  marvelous  prom- 
ises, relating  to  the  progress  and  ultimate 
triumph  of  Christianity.  Where  is  the 
Covenanter  who  does  not  rejoice  in  The 
magnificent  promise  that  Isaiah  records 
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in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  his  prophe- 
cies : ‘‘'I  will  pour  water  upon  him  that  is 
thirsty  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground; 
I will  pour  My  Spirit  upon  thy  seed  and 
My  blessing  upon  thine  offspring,  and  they 
shall  spring  up  as  among  the  grass  and 
as  willows  by  the  water  courses.  One  shall 
say,  I am ‘the  Lord's  ; and  another  shall 
call  himself  by  the  name  of  Jacob ; and  an- 
other shall  subscribe  wdth  his  hand  unto 
the  Lord,  and  surname  himself  by  the 
name  of  Israel.^^  And  yet  the  fulfillment 
of  even^  one  of  these  great  promises  de- 
pends on  the  prayers  of  God^s  people.  He 
will  not  do  what  He  has  sworn  to  accom- 
plish unless  His  people  ask  Him.  The  suc- 
cess then  of  our  missionary  operations  in  the 
Levant  and  in  China  depends  on  our  pray- 
ing. During  His  earthly  ministry  our 
Lord  spake  ^^a  parable  to  this  end  that 
men  ought  always  to  pray  and  not  to 
faint. By  prayer  faith  lives  and  grows, 
and  by  prayer  the  world  is  to  be  delivered 
from  its  present  servitude  to  sin  and 
Satan.  And  what  an  honor  to  be  associ- 
ated with  Christ  in  His  intercession  for 
the  coming  of  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

If  our  readers  would  learn  the  meaning 
of  effectual  prayer,  we  commend  them  to 
a careful  study  of  the  gospel  according  to 
Luke  and  his  story  of  the  early  church, 
or  the  beginnings  of  Christianity.  That 


evangelist  writes  more  about  prayer  than 
any  other  inspired  penman.  He  refers  over 
and  over  again  to  the  praying  of  Christ, 
relates  the  parables  that  give  special  in- 
structions in  regard  to  the  praying  that 
has  power,  and  he  never  fails  to  interlink 
the  prayers  and  the  acts  of  the  Apostles. 
At  the  risk  of  being  involved  in  the  com- 
mon condemnation  of  asking  and  not  re- 
ceiving because  asking  amiss,  we  venture 
to  say  that,  with  the  writings  of  Luke  be- 
fore us,  we  are  without  excuse,  if  we  do 
not  witness  conversions  at  home  and  hear 
of  them  abroad. 

Spurgeon  tells  the  story  of  a young  en- 
gineer, who,  on  being  examined,  was  asked 
this  question : Suppose  you  have  a 

steam  pump  constructed  for  a ship  under 
3'our  own  supervision,  and  know  that 
ever}dhing  is  in  perfect  order,  yet  when 
you  throw  out  the  hose  it  will  not  draw, 
what  would  you  think  should  think, 

sir,  there  must  be  a defect  somewhere.^^ 
^^But  such  a conclusion  is  not  admissible, 
for  the  supposition  is  that  everything  is 
perfect,  and  yet  that  the  pump  will  not 
work.*^  ^Then,  sir,^"  replied  the  student, 
should  look  over  the  side  of  the  ship 
to  see  if  the  river  had  run  dry.”  So  until 
the  resources  of  the  Almighty  are  ex- 
hausted, prayer  must  prevail. 


In  our  childish  fancy  we  imagine  that  the  earth  and  sky  meet  in  the  distance.  The 
horizon  seems  to  bar  the  w^ay  of  progress  beyond  a certain  point,  and  to  shut  us  in  on 
every  side  as  though  we  were  enclosed  in  a vast  encompassing  vessel.  But  this  is  only 
seeming.  There  is  always  room  to  go  forward.  If  we  journey  upon  the  ocean  we 
may  continue  until  we  have  come  to  the  other  side  of  the  globe,  and  it  is  possible  for 
man  to  circle  the  globe  without  finding  the  impassable  barrier  that  seems  to  be  ever 
before  us — so  large  before  us  in  Life.  There  seems  sometimes  to  be  an  apparently  im- 
passable barrier  across  the  future  of  our  lives  which  shuts  us  in  to  disappointment  and 
sorrow  from  which  there  seems  no  escape.  But  God  has  still  ^^uncounted  doors  in 
heaven  and  on  earth,”  and  the  soul  that  trusts  in  Him  will  find  that  the  horizon  in 
the  spiritual  world  is  as  movable  and  adaptable  to  our  progress  as  is  the  horizon 
that  we  see  in  the  natural  world. — The  Christian  Observer. 
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“The  fear  of  tlie  Lord”  and  “the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghost”  are  apparently  con- 
tradictor}’ (Acts  9,  31) And  yet,  as  we  interpret  this  word  in  the  spiiit  and 

teaching  of  Jesus  and  of  His  apostles,  we  see  that  these  things,  far  from  being  con- 
tradictory, are  complementary.  Just  as  the  contradictory  elements  in  the  air,  oxygen 
and  nitrogen,  absolutely  different  one  from  the  other,  combine  to  form  atmosphere 
which  is  \ital  to  physical  life,  so  these  two,  seemingly  contradictory,  really  combine 
in  the  making  of  a life  strong  and  beautiful  as  God  desires  the  lives  of  His  people  to 

be. For  “the  fear  of  the  Lord”  is  practical  faith,  and  “the  comfort  of  the  Holy 

Ghost”  is  practical,  daily  adequacy  and  fullness  of  Divine  strength.  The  one  is  our 
assertion  to  God,  the  other  is  God’s  answer  to  us,  for  God  answers  His  children’s  as- 
sertion of  loyalty,  of  surrender,  of  obedience,  and  of  consecration  by  reasserting 
Himself  within  them.  “The  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghost”  and  all  that  the  term  com- 
prehends is  known  to  the  man  who  fears  God.  This  is  the  attitude  of  surrender  which 
conditions  an  amplitude  of  strength. — J.  Stiuirt  Holden. 

An  American  in  Shanghai,  China,  describes  a little  incident  fraught  with  mean- 
ing, which  he  witnessed : 

“Shanghai  is  a flat  city,  the  only  places  where  the  streets  leave  the  level  are  the 
bridges  over  the  creeks.  The  four  or  flve  coolies  that  pull  the  carts  get  along  well 
enough  on  the  level,  but  when  they  come  to  go  up  on  the  bridges,  it  is  no  uncommon 
sight  to  find  them  at  a standstill,  tugging  away  for  some  minutes  before  they  can  get 
started  again.  As  I crossed  a bridge  on  my  way  to  Press  the  other  morning,  I saw 
a well-dressed  Chinese  gentleman  that  I knew  go  to  the  assistance  of  a cart  that  was 
stuck,  and,  laying  hold  of  a rope,  give  just  the  extra  help  that  was  needed  to  get 
the  cart  to  the  top  of  the  bridge.  It  must  have  caused  a good  deal  of  surprise  to  the 
passers-by,  and  not  least  to  the  coolies.  My  friend  overtook  me  a few  moments  later, 
and  said,  T am  very  much  interested  in  the  laboring  classes.’  ^Yes,’  said  I;  T saw 
you  taking  a very  practical  interest  just  now.’  He  answered:  ^That  is  my  work; 
whenever  I see  them  unable  to  pull  their  loads,  I help  them  to  the  top,  and  then  1 
have  a chance  for  a few  moments  to  preach  the  gospel  to  them.  I tell  them  it  is 
because  I am  a Christian  that  I helped  you,  because  I love  Jesus.  And  if  I see  a 
wheelbarrow  upset  in  the  street’  (a  very  common  sight)  Telp  the  man  to  replace  his 
load  and  preach  the  gospel  to  him.’  By  this  time  we  had  come  to  my  friend’s  office,^- 
and  we  separated,  but  I shall  not  soon  forget  the  impression  the  incident  made  on  me. 
The  gospel  that  can  produce  such  Christlike  acts  of  humility  and  service,  will  work 
mighty  changes  in  China.” — Ex. 

“\Yhen  it  is  said  that  ^one  sinner  destroyeth  much  good’  (Eccl.  9,  18),  the  meaning 
is  not  that  now  and  then  may  be  found  a sinner  who  is  exceptionally  sinful  and  es- 
pecially harmful.  There  are  such,  and  they  will  be  dealt  with  according  to  their  ways. 
But  the  passage  quoted  means  that  every  sinner — any  one  sinner,  be  he  who  he  may — 
is  a destroyer  of  much  good.  The  more  we  think  of  this,  the  more  will  it  seem  to  be 
worthy  of  our  attention.” 


^ ohnrches  would  set  themselves  to  prayer,  humiliation,  searching  of  heart, 
n^mce.  they  would  gain  more  in  the  long  run  than  by  any  devices  for  raising 
r?  fish  Con grega lionalist. 


F0REI6N  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMEO  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1914. 


Ret.  Jas.  S.  Stewart,  D.  D 

Rev.  Samuel  Edgar 

J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D.,  on  furlough.. 

Miss  Mattie  R.  Wylie 

Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar 

Miss  Florence  Mearns 

Rev.  Robert  E.  Willson 

Rev.  Andrew  J.  McFarland..... 
John  Peoples,  M.  D.,  on  furlough 

J.  French  Carithers 

Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterrett 

Miss  Elm  a French 


Latakia^  Syria. 


Merdna^  Asia  Minor. 


Rev.  Walter  McCarroll ) 

Mr.  Roy  Esmond  Smith ^Larnaca^  Cyprus. 

Mr.  Dwight  Conner j 

Calvin  McCarroll,  M.  D Nicosia,  Cyprus. 

Rev.  a.  I.  Robb,  D.  D.,  on  furlough^ 

Rev.  j.  K.  Robb 

Rev.  Julius  Kempf 

Rev.  William  M.  Robb,,  on  furlough 
J.  M.  Wright,  M.  D 

Miss  Kate  McBurney,  M.  D \ ff;  chau,  (Vest  River, 

Miss  Ida  M.  Scott,  M.D. on  furlough 

Miss  Annie  J.  Robinson | 

Miss  Mary  R.  Adams i 

Miss  Ella  Margaret  Stewart.....  | 

Miss  Rose  Huston J 


South  China. 


Rev.  D.  R.  Taggart. 


Miss  Jennie  Dean 

Rev.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell 

J.  M.  Dickson,  Esq.,  M.  D 


Do  Sing,  West' River.,  South  China. 


Loh  Ting,  via  Canton,  South  China. 


HOME  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1914. 


Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  Indian  Mission, 

Apache,  O.  T. 

Rev.  W.  j.  Sanderson,  Southern  Mission, 

Selma,  Ala. 


Rev.  R.  a.  Blair,  Jewish  Mission, 

800  So.  Fifth  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

POST  OFFICE  addresses  OF  TREASURERS. 

Syrian  Mission,  Mission  in  China  and  Church  Erection — Dr.  S.  A.  S. 
Metheny,  617  N.  43d  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Domestic  Mission ; Southern  Minion;  Indian  Mission;  Testimony 
Bearing;  Sustentation;  Theological  Seminary;  Ministers',  Widows*  and 
Orphans*  Fund;  Literary;  Students*  Aid— Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  41 1 Penn  Building, 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Jewish  Mission — Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Methelny,  617  N.  43d  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Aged  People's  Home — Mrs.  A.  G.  Wallace,  235  Fourth  Ave.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
National  Reform — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  41 1 Penn  Building,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


Transportation  AgencyS:,*::!”^ 


All  questions'^ relating  to  Railway  and  Steamship  Rates 
for  Missionaries  and  Freight  should  be  addressed  to  - 


WILLIAM  G.  CARSON, 


20S  SOUTH  42d  STREET* 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


Telephone,  7S3  Mornin^side 

WM.  McCLEAN’S  SON 
Undertaker  and  Embalmer 

508  WEST  I34th  STREET 

ROBERT  L.  McCLEAN  NEW  YORK 


OLIVE  TREES  is  lookind  every 
day  for  renewals  for  1914. 


2/00  W^rtk.  BttMiM  lUi. 

The  J.  W.  Pratt  Co. 

Printers  and 

Manufacturing  Stationers, 

52' to  58  DUANE  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 


JA.MES  S.  TIBBV  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

SELLS  THE  FOLLOWING  COVENANTER  LITERATURE 

PSALM  BOOKS  (old  and. new  versions),  TESTIMONY, 

BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE,  MINUTES  OF  SYNOD,  CON- 
FESSION OF  FAITH,  CATECHISMS,  TALES  OF 
COVENANTERS,  POETS  and  POETRY,  ROMANISM 
ANALYZED,  HISTORY  OF  THE  TRIAL,  1891 
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